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Middle School Vision Statement  

We strive to create a middle school community serving students in grades 5-8 focused on academic 
excellence, critical thinking, and our core values of respect, responsibility, honesty and kindness for lasting 
success in high school and beyond. 

 

Middle School Mission Statement  

The Park Middle School is designed to provide an academically challenging and developmentally appropriate 
learning environment for a range of learners ages 9-14 in keeping with ideals first drafted by Mary Hammett 
Lewis, the founding head of The Park School. Recognizing that each child develops differently, our 
experienced faculty utilizes experiential learning and differentiates instruction to meet each student’s 
individual needs. Our mission is to develop in each child the foundational skills necessary for a successful 
future, including a sense of self-awareness; a respect for others’ rights; the ability to think critically and 
express ideas clearly; and an understanding of academic, civic, and personal responsibility.   

 

Middle School Outcomes  

The Park Middle School is designed to provide a developmentally appropriate learning environment for a 
range of learners ages 9–14. We are cognizant that each child is a “work in progress,” constantly growing and 
changing. Students completing Park’s middle school curriculum will demonstrate the following scholarly 
habits based on the ideals first drafted by Mary Hammett Lewis, Park’s founding head of school, over 100 
years ago: 

▪ learn to think independently 

▪ students think critically by their own initiative 

▪ students are willing to question received ideas and conventional wisdom 

▪ students are resourceful 

▪ when faced with difficult problems, students are able to recognize what they don’t know 

▪ students demonstrate the ability to recognize patterns within and between disciplines of study 
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▪ possess the courage to express ideas 

▪ students possess the confidence to give voice to their thoughts 

▪ students have the capacity to stand up for their beliefs 

▪ learn to assume responsibility  

▪ students develop self-awareness of how they learn best and implement strategies that work for 
them 

▪ students take on responsibility of locating and evaluating needed information 

▪ students take risks and learn from their failures 

▪ students learn to be organized with their belongings, assignments, and ideas 

▪ demonstrate consideration and thoughtfulness of others 

▪ students are responsible team members, demonstrating an ability to work cooperatively with 
other people 

▪ students are able to express their ideas respectfully and how to listen to the ideas of others, both 
within and outside of the Park community 

▪ students treat others as they would like to be treated 

▪ formulate his or her own standards in all work 

▪ students challenge themselves and others to put forth their best effort and to stretch beyond 
their comfort zone 

▪ recognize the need to keep imagination alive 

▪ students develop or maintain creativity in self-expression 

▪ students develop or maintain intrinsic motivation to learn 

▪ learn an attitude of joy in creative work 

▪ students develop or maintain enthusiasm for learning and doing 

▪ learn to make use of leisure time 

▪ students are curious about the world around them and are willing to take advantage of 
opportunities for exploration, even if doing so risks failure 
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Grades 5 and 6 
 
Students entering into Middle School learn to navigate a new set of expectations, with added freedoms and 
responsibilities. Each of these years is important for the many valuable skills and learning opportunities 
presented to students. This transition is also seen in the growth and development of Middle School students. 
The Middle School years can be tempestuous as students rush toward independence one minute and crave 
the familiar comfort of family support the next. 
 
One of the most obvious changes from Lower School to Middle School is that students move about the 
campus independently, moving from class to class, and building to building (without the company of their 
teacher) on time and prepared with all of their necessary class materials.   
 
Students in Grades 5 and 6 also expected to organize their materials and maintain their supplies, and learn to 
utilize a combination lock to properly and neatly store their personal belongings in lockers, on coat hooks, 
and in desks. Students are also expected to utilize a homework planner on a nightly basis, and to also utilize 
Park’s online course management system OnCampus to track their academic progress and to retrieve materials. 
In addition, students are each given a school Gmail account with which to communicate with teachers 
regarding their progress, and they are expected to check their email regularly. 
 
The Middle School foundation and philosophy remain at the core of the program. (Please refer to page 1 of 
the curriculum guide.) Students are challenged at appropriate levels with expectations that raise the bar in 
content knowledge, writing skills, higher order thinking skills, and behavior. 
 
The Middle School years are such a vastly important time in the growth of children. The adults who teach, 
challenge, advise, supervise, and engage in joyful play with these mercurial young women and men must be 
cognizant of the attributes of Middle School students.  
 
These educators must embrace the credo of This I Believe, a publication of the Association for Middle Level 
Education. 
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I believe that every young adolescent … 

● Has the capacity to learn, grow, and develop into a knowledgeable, reflective, caring, ethical, and contributing citizen. 
● Must have access to the very best programs and practices a school can offer. 
● Must be engaged in learning that is relevant, challenging, integrative, and exploratory. 
● Faces significant life choices and needs support in making wise and healthy decisions. 
● Thrives academically, socially, and emotionally in a democratic learning environment where trust and respect are 

paramount and where family and community are actively involved. 
● Deserves educators who are prepared to work with this age group, who are themselves lifelong learners and committed to 

their own ongoing professional development and growth. Therefore, I proudly dedicate myself to becoming the best middle 
grades educator I can be and an active advocate for all young adolescents.   

 
Copyright © 1999-2011 Association for Middle Level Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

 



Grades 5 and 6 Curriculum 
 
The ultimate goal of grades 5 and 6 program is to 
foster the emotional and academic growth of each 
child and to help students transition smoothly 
from lower school to middle school. Grade 5 and 
Grade 6 core subjects (English/Language Arts, 
Math, Science, and Social Studies) are taught in a 
departmental structure, with the Grade 5 teacher 
teaching ELA and Social Studies across grades 5 
and 6, and the Grade 6 teacher teaching Math and 
Science across both grades. Students travel 
independently to Specials (Drama, Art, PE, Music, 
Health) as a means of preparing the students for 
their transition into the 7/8 academic program.  
 
Responsive Classroom 
 
The grade 5 and 6  program utilizes the Responsive 
Classroom approach.  This is research-based 
approach to middle level education, which 
integrates practical strategies for helping students 
build academic learning along with 
social-emotional learning throughout the day. 
Responsive Classroom focuses on ten classroom 
practices aimed at creating a classroom 
environment where students feel safe, challenged, 
and a have joyful place to learn.  These classroom 
practices include: morning meeting, rule creation, 
interactive modeling, positive teacher language, logical 
consequences, guided discovery, academic choice, classroom 
organization, collaborative problem solving, and working 
with families.  Responsive Classroom increases 
academic achievement, decreases problem 
behaviors, improves social skills, and leads to 
more high-quality instruction.  Emphasis is placed 
on student happiness, not only in making the 
process of their education enjoyable, but also in 
promoting positive, lifelong learners. 
 
Academic Expectations 
 
The middle school’s approach to the amount of 
academic work expected emphasizes quality versus 
quantity.  Teachers expect their students to 
thoroughly understand the concepts presented 

and to master various skills.  Students take an 
active role in their own education.  The teachers 
use a variety of learning/teaching strategies, 
including direct instruction, blended- and flipped 
instructional methods, project based learning, 
differentiation, hands-on activities, cooperative 
and other group methods, problem-based 
learning, inquiry/discovery methods, and others. 
The pace of learning varies to meet individual 
needs for each child.  Students who need more 
time are given support, and students who are able 
to complete their tasks more quickly are 
encouraged to move ahead.  
 
Technology Integration 

The Park School recognizes that we are living in a 
rapidly changing, advanced technological society, 
and we are committed to preparing our students 
with the technology skills necessary to be 
successful, lifelong learners.  Today’s technologies 
also serve to meet the needs and abilities of 
individual learners by providing them with a 
variety of tools for active involvement in their 
own education.  At Park School, students learn 
how to successfully and responsibly use 
technology for research, collaboration, and 
communication.  Creativity and problem-solving, 
decision-making, and critical thinking skills are 
fostered as students use technology to access, 
analyze, integrate, evaluate, and create information 
in a variety of forms, as well as to communicate 
information in oral, written, or multimedia format. 
 
In partnership with Park’s director of technology, 
teachers integrate technology across the 
curriculum through a variety of tools and practices 
including:  project-based activities, game-based 
learning and assessments, handheld or mobile 
devices, interactive whiteboards, web-based 
activities and exploration, and collaborative and 
interactive online tools. 
 
 
 
Differentiation 
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Carol Thomlinson, the William Clay Parrish Jr. 
Professor and Chair of Educational Leadership, 
Foundations, and Policy at the University of 
Virginia states that  
 
Differentiation is responsive teaching rather than one size 
fits all teaching. To put it yet another way, it means that 
teachers proactively plan varied approaches to what students 
need to learn, how they will learn it, and/or how they will 
show what they have learned in order to increase the 
likelihood that each student will learn as much as he or she 
can, as efficiently as possible. 
- differentiationcentral.com 
 
At Park, we believe that no two students enter the 
classroom with identical abilities, backgrounds, 
experiences, or needs.  As the diversity of our 
students in the classroom increases, the need to 
reshape our curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment practices to maximize the learning for 
all students grows ever more critical.   Through 
varied teaching methods and alternative 
assessment, all students are given the opportunity 
to excel, regardless of their individual differences.   
  
 
 
Grade 5 Course Descriptions 
 
English/Language Arts, Grade 5 
 
The Grade 5 English/Language Arts curriculum 
consists of reading, writing, spelling, listening, 
performing, and vocabulary study.  Students 
develop reading strategies through the use of 
modeling, assessment, guided reading groups, 
independent reading time, goal setting, the creative 
problem solving process,  direct instruction in 
reading strategies, and by listening to texts read 
aloud by others. Students reflect on and interact 
with what was read both orally and through 
written response.   
 
Students will read and learn from a variety of 
genres of texts, including non-fiction.  Teaching 
and learning will focus on learning strategies good 

readers employ to read smoothly and to 
comprehend increasingly difficult texts. Students 
in grade 5 further their knowledge of literary 
elements by adding characterization, types of 
conflict, and theme to the known elements of 
plot, setting and character.  
 
The 6+1 Traits approach is used to evaluate 
writing and teach students the different 
components of a writing task.  The traits are: voice, 
ideas, organization, word choice, sentence fluency, 
conventions, and presentation.  This analytical model 
provides a common language for teachers and 
students to communicate about the characteristics 
of writing and establishes a framework of what 
good writing should look like. Mini writing lessons 
will focus on integrating each of these traits into 
their writing pieces. Writing skills are enhanced 
through daily written responses to literature and 
other forms of writing, such as persuasive, 
informative, arts-and research-based. Students will 
learn about and employ grammar rules for 
spelling, capitalization, and punctuation to 
communicate clearly and effectively through 
writing. Students will write reflections about their 
writing, conduct self-evaluations, and peer edit 
often.  Individual conferencing will enhance 
classroom instruction. 
 
Spelling units are presented weekly and are often 
differentiated. Routine choice assignments in a 
spelling notebook will help familiarize students 
with words and their meanings. Assessments using 
quizzes and in-usage spelling will combine to 
increase connections among word origins, 
challenging vocabulary, and spelling patterns.  
 
ELA, Grade 5 Essential Skills: 

● Developing vocabulary skills 
● Developing reading comprehension skills 

by analyzing and interpreting a variety of 
texts 

● Applying spelling strategies within the 
context of the student’s own writing 

● Enhancing writing ability, particularly 
paragraph construction and flow 
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● Thinking critically and creatively 
● Enjoying learning 
● Identifying literary elements 
● Applying literary elements in their own 

creative writing 
● Demonstrating public speaking skills to 

share information and present project 
work 

 
 
Mathematics, Grade 5—Numeration  
 
Students taking this course will expand their 
number sense and estimation skills by familiarizing 
themselves with specific number sets, properties, 
and operations that they will use throughout 
middle school. Students are also introduced to 
formal set notation. Number sets include natural 
numbers, whole numbers, integers, rational, 
irrational, real, and imaginary numbers. Properties 
include zero property, property of one, 
commutative, associative and inverse properties. 
Other topics relating to numbers will include even 
and oddness, prime and composite numbers, 
factors, multiples, prime factorization, GCF, 
LCM, comparison between base two and base ten 
number systems, bases and exponents, scientific 
notation, equations and expressions involving 
numbers and variables, and order of operations. 
 
Mathematics, Grade 5 Essential Skills:  

● Expanding the ability for students to 
quantify their world 

● Building a lasting skill base that provides 
students with the tools to complete more 
complex problems that they will 
encounter in more advanced math 
courses 

● Communicating mathematically by using 
appropriate vocabulary when describing 
concepts of numeracy 

● Proficiency with scientific calculator 
functions and ability to utilize some of its 
more advanced features 

● Using sets and set notation to organize, 
classify and compare numbers 

● Better understanding of base ten number 
system 

● Proficiency with numeric operations 
● Familiarity working within an algebraic 

system 
● Utilizing mental math processes for 

estimation and to strengthen computation 
skills 

 
Science, Grade 5  
 
The fifth grade science course is organized into 
four units: Life Science, Earth Science, Physical 
Science, and Space and Technology.  Each unit 
contains a balance between key science content 
and hands-on laboratory activities that support 
each topic.  
 
The Life Science unit begins the course 
and provides students with an understanding of 
classifying living organisms. In this unit 
the students study vertebrates, invertebrates, 
plants, fungi, protists, eubacteria, and 
archaebacteria. The students also gain 
an understanding of different animal and plant 
cells and their function in relation to the human 
body. Student understanding of plant 
reproduction and life stages concludes the unit. 
 
The unit on Earth Science leads to student 
understanding of the water cycle, the different 
forms of water, and weather.  The students also 
gain an understanding of the importance of 
conserving the Earth’s resources, which includes 
knowing the difference between renewable and 
nonrenewable resources. 
 
The Physical Science unit provides students 
with understanding that all things are made up of 
elements from the periodic table and are a liquid, 
solid, or gas, and that matter undergoes physical 
and chemical changes. Students also learn about 
different types of energy and how each works. 
This unit of study concludes with a close 
examination of electricity, with the specific focus 
on series and parallel circuits. 
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The final unit, Space and Technology, centers on 
the study of stars, particularly on their life cycle 
and their grouping.  Rounding out this unit is an 
exploration of technology, its use in our daily lives 
and its implications for the future. 
 
Science, Grade 5 Essential Skills: 

● Utilizing the scientific method for science 
inquiry 

● Identifying and properly use various 
science tools used to collect and analyze 
data, and to carry out experiments 

● Relating their expertise in problem 
solving and research to real world 
problems 

● Making use of the outdoors to make 
discoveries and question new ideas 

● Understanding how body systems work 
● Identifying the processes that take place 

in plants 
● Explaining how the water cycle helps 

make water available to all parts of an 
ecosystem 

● Comparing and contrasting renewable 
and nonrenewable resources 

● Describing the impact of human activity 
on the Earth’s supply of resources 

● Identifying the problems associated with 
using fossil fuels 

● Identifying ways in which humans can 
reduce the harm done to the Earth and its 
resources 

● Explaining ways in which the properties 
of matter change 

● Demonstrating how electric charges travel 
as an electric current while using a circuit 
board 

● Describing the life cycle of a star and 
identify different types of galaxies 

● Explaining how the advent of new 
technology impacts everyday life 

 
 
Social Studies, Grades 5  
 

The grade 5 Social Studies course focuses on the 
five themes of geography: history, geography, 
government, cultures, and economics as they 
apply to North America, Central America, and 
South America. 
 
Map and chart skills are taught throughout the 
course, including recognizing map conventions 
(compass rose, geographic symbols, etc.) and 
mastering the use of the legend/key. Students also 
learn about longitude and latitude, in addition to 
using various types of maps. 
 
A major focus is on the development of research 
skills.  The students utilize a variety of sources 
such as online websites and databases, atlases, 
encyclopedias, books and magazines to locate 
information relating to their studies in the course 
following The Park Research Process.  While doing 
so, the students learn how to determine the 
credibility/validity of their sources and how to use 
the information they obtained.  Direct instruction 
and practice introduce and reinforce various 
organizational strategies for the research they 
conduct such as outlining and note taking. 
 
Social Studies, Grade 5 Essential Skills: 

● Utilizing geographical concepts and 
vocabulary 

● Comparing and contrasting the people, 
history, geography, government, and 
economics of various world cultures 

● Understanding cause and effect 
● Sequencing events to create and utilize 

timelines 
● Demonstrating an understanding of maps 

and to be able to use maps for various 
purposes 

● Utilizing primary and secondary sources 
to enhance understanding 

● Applying the necessary research skills 
needed to be a lifelong learner 

● Developing competency in conducting 
activities necessary for research, critical 
thinking, and problem solving 
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The Park Research Process 
 
The Big 6 Skills is a six-stage process that serves to 
help students solve problems or make decisions, 
and provides the framework for the Park School 
Research Process.  The six skills are: Task 
Definition, Information Seeking Strategies, Location and 
Access, Use of Information, Synthesis, and Evaluation. 
This model enables students to identify their 
research goals, seek, use and assemble relevant 
information, and finally to reflect on the 
effectiveness of their research product. 
 
 
World Languages 
 
The objective of world language instruction at The 
Park School is to promote global cultural 
awareness and skills in the areas of reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening in the target 
language. The overall goal is to develop 
competency toward attaining mastery in a second 
language.  
 
 The World Languages Department focuses its 
instruction on the development of global citizens 
by fostering verbal communication skills and 
cross-cultural understandings. This is 
accomplished through the development of 
effective oral and written communication, building 
a curiosity regarding the world outside of one’s 
own community, and promoting critical thinking 
through investigation and project-based 
experiences.  
 
Another goal of the world language department is 
to encourage students to work cooperatively with 
others to improve interpersonal skills in an effort 
to imitate real-life work settings. 
 
Student success is measured by participation in 
class activities and the successful completion of 
projects, tests, and other work both in and outside 
of the classroom. The department is mindful of 
students requiring greater time to progress 
through language study. The autonomy to evaluate 

the effectiveness of the program and to evaluate 
student progress is given to the department.  
Individual student progress is assessed through 
class participation, daily assignments, and more 
formal assessments that are used to evaluate skill 
development, such as projects, speaking and 
listening activities, and tests and quizzes. 
 
The purpose of all work is to reinforce the 
materials presented in class. Projects are often 
used to foster creative and open-ended thought 
and promote cooperative work skills and 
hands-on learning experiences. Students are 
encouraged to reflect upon and revise their own 
work to deepen their understanding and maximize 
their learning. 
 
The language department engages students in the 
study of cognitive and language acquisition skills 
through a variety of age-appropriate activities in 
class and through daily work outside of class.  
 
The department makes use of technology in many 
ways. The School’s intranet system is used to 
maintain contact with students and parents.  Use 
of online material provides authentic resources in 
the target language and culture. Virtual tours, 
audio of native speakers, as well as written 
material from news sources and cultural websites 
enrich the classroom experience. Students are 
encouraged to use the computers for creating 
individual and group projects and games, and for 
researching online resources and cultural aspects 
of regions of the target language. 
 
All course titles and corresponding curriculum are 
aligned with proficiency guidelines as established 
by the American Council of Teachers of Foreign 
Language (ACTFL) Students will complete 
Novice level language study during Middle School. 
 
 
Novice Level French/ Spanish, Grade 5 
 
In Middle School, Novice Level French is a 
four-year language program. The class is 
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conducted in French as much as possible in order 
to increase student exposure to the target 
language. 
 
Novice Level French emphasizes the 
fundamentals of oral and written communication. 
Vocabulary development and grammar usage are 
strengthened through daily reading and writing 
assignments, as well as through listening activities. 
At the completion of Novice Level French, 
students will be able to express themselves in both 
written and oral forms with comparative ease in 
structured situations. 
 
Culture, history, geography, and literature are also 
interwoven into the curriculum so as to enhance 
the acquisition and development of language skills. 
Reading skills are developed using context, 
cognates, and other decoding skills. Writing in 
journals helps to develop a greater understanding 
of basic grammatical concepts and syntax. 
Listening skills are assessed through deciphering 
oral language and appropriate responses to 
questions, both orally and in written form. 
Speaking tasks will move toward proficient 
communication in the areas of socializing, 
providing and obtaining information, persuasion, 
and expressing personal feelings. 
 
 
 
World Languages, Grade 5 Essential Skills: 

● Identifying and using a variety of 
introductory, thematic vocabulary 

● Describing themselves and their daily 
routines, and the people and places 
around them 

● Understanding basic sentence structure 
and speech patterns 

● Understanding and interpreting written 
text (at an appropriate level) 

● Demonstrating comprehension of written 
and oral communication in French 

● Comparing and contrasting their own 
culture with that of the Francophone 
world 

 
 
Physical Education, Grades 5 and 6 
 
Boys and girls attend co-ed, multi-age classes 
(Grades 5 and 6).  The students are exposed to 
different sports, allowing them the opportunity to 
understand their strengths, weaknesses, likes and 
dislikes.  Students are given adequate time to 
develop physical skills, self-confidence, and 
positive self-image.  Participation as a means of 
learning is encouraged as opposed to relying upon 
winning as the evaluative tool.  Success is 
measured by the quality of the development in 
each individual.  Students are graded according to 
their participation and effort.   
 
Physical education during these years works to 
build the foundation of Physical Literacy and 
participation in our upper school program.  By 
breaking down and practicing movements 
necessary for everyday life as well as meaningful 
participation in sport & fitness, we will create a 
greater sense of self-confidence and allow students 
to demonstrate a greater "movement vocabulary." 
Class is designed in such a way that students will 
achieve feelings of success around balance, 
coordination, fine motor skills, and gross motor 
skills.  
 
 

A positive image of the self in physical activity and 
in competition is imperative in maintaining 
interest and building cohesive, successful teams 
through lifelong learning activities.  The school’s 
core values: respect, responsibility, honesty, and 
kindness are also addressed into our units produce 
a well-rounded student with great character. 
Sports that foster a team atmosphere are: Soccer, 
Greek Handball, Ring Hockey, Speedball, 
Handball, Basketball, Ultimate Kickball, Softball, 
and Recreation Games. 
Games and activities that consist of team-building 
values are:  Capture the Flag, Pinball Wizard, 
Battleship, Mission impossible, Project Adventure, 
and the ropes course.   
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Physical Education, Grades 5 and 6 Essential 
Skills:  

● Understanding, applying and 
demonstrating movement concepts and 
principles to the learning and 
development of motor skills 

● Developing Physical Literacy skills 
● Achieving and maintaining a 

health-enhancing level of physical fitness 
● Demonstrating responsible personal and 

social behavior in physical activity settings 
● Demonstrating an understanding and 

respect for differences among people in 
physical activity settings 

● Understanding that physical activity 
provides opportunities for enjoyment, 
challenge, self-expression and social 
interaction 

● Applying problem-solving strategies in 
movement challenges 

● Recognizing and communicating 
feedback to other students for 
implementation in successful game 
strategies 

● Promoting individual success and 
self-confidence by selecting, practicing, 
and redefining a challenge skill which 
needs improvement 

● Identifying the relationship between 
specific muscle groups and body 
movement during performance of skills 

● Demonstrating their knowledge of the 
four health-related fitness components 
(cardio-respiratory endurance, flexibility, 
muscular strength and endurance) and 
identify a variety of activities to develop 
each component 

 
 
Health, Grade 5 
 
Integral to Park’s mission of becoming a lifelong 
learner, provides young people with the 
knowledge and skills that they need to lead 

productive and healthy adults.  Health is a year 
long course, and its components are interwoven 
into the physical education program. 
 
Health, Grade 5 Essential Skills: 

● Understanding the connections between 
nutrition, healthy food choices, and 
wellness 

● Identifying and practicing 
health-enhancing personal care habits and 
disease prevention strategies 

● Recognizing the internal and external 
influences on health and wellness 

● Developing skills to promote healthy 
development 

● Identifying the physical, emotional, and 
social changes that take place during 
puberty and adolescence, and the impact 
of these changes on individuals’ behaviors 
and relationships 

● Applying strategies and skills related to 
violence awareness, harassment, and 
bullying behaviors 

● Recognizing the effect of culture on 
behavior and choices 

 
 
“The Art of……it all!”, Grades 5-6 
  
This class covers both visual art and performing 
art. Students will find, discuss, be introduced to 
and create connections with the creativity they 
have, the things in life they are interested in, and 
what they can do with that in their future. 
Students will have the opportunity to meet people 
and see presentations of those who use their 
creativity and love of the arts in their everyday 
lives and careers. An architect, an actor, a muralist, 
a dancer and choreographer, a radio personality 
and public speaker, a fashion designer, a chef, a 
photographer, a gallery owner, an earth artist, and 
an engineer are only some of the possibilities. 
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The visual arts will touch upon a variety of 
projects that involve both 2-dimensional and 
3-dimensional materials, looking at different artists 
and styles, and class discussions. Students will 
participate in warm up activities that introduce 
different materials and techniques, followed by the 
project, where students come up with an idea, 
plan it out, and complete it. Students are asked to 
try new things, brush up on skills they may already 
know, and are encouraged to put their own spin to 
each project. 
  
Essential Skills:  

● Understand and apply visual arts media 
and techniques. 

● Use knowledge of visual arts materials 
and resources. 

● Respond to and analyze works of art. 
● Understand the visual arts in relation to 

history and cultures. 
● Understand the characteristics and merits 

of one’s own artwork and the artwork of 
others. 

  
  
The performing arts part of class is designed to 
give students an introductory experience to acting 
and all aspects of theater. Students will participate 
in many activities to get themselves more 
comfortable and confident on stage in front of an 
audience. Students will grow independently in 
character development, body language, use of 
facial expressions, use of voice, and working 
together as a group. They will learn and use 
listening skills, compromise, and critiquing, and 
positive feedback.  Some concepts and activities 
include pantomime, improvisation, storyboards, 
set design, and play writing. 
  
Essential Skills: 

● Develop an understanding of the 
essentials of non-musical performing arts 

including voice, gesture, movement, 
organization, and presentation as 
elements of the study of drama and public 
speaking. 

● Develop an understanding of the 
essentials of the history and development 
of this art as well as of the applications of 
it in the modern world. 

● Understand how the study of drama 
involves research, reading, and writing 
skills both factual and creative. 

 
 
General Music, Grade 5 
 
Students in grades 5 and 6 are required to enroll in 
General Music, in addition to participation in an 
ensemble (Chorus or Orchestra).  General Music 
is an exploratory year-long course. 
 
General Music classes in grades 5 and 6 focus on 
basic music reading, including identifying note 
names on the treble and bass clef staves, 
identifying and reading simple rhythms, 
composing in 4/4 time using technology, and 
playing pitched and unpitched percussion 
instruments.   
 
Students also study musical elements and maintain 
Listening Journals, which they use to develop 
critical listening skills.  They learn about the 
history of Western Classical music, as well as the 
musical characteristics common within each era.   
 
Students develop a strong musical foundation, 
which they are able to expand upon in ensembles 
and later General Music courses.  A major focus 
of this class is understanding music as it relates to 
other disciplines throughout history.   
 
General Music, Grade 5 Essential Skills 

● Recognizing note values and treble clef 
staff reading 

13 

 



● Demonstrating proper playing technique 
on pitched and un-pitched percussion 
instruments 

● Exploring different musical forms and 
musical expression 

● Identifying musical symbols and 
vocabulary  

 
 
Chorus, Grades 5 and 6 
 
In Grades 5 and 6, students are required to 
participate in an ensemble. (Chorus, Band, or 
Orchestra). Chorus is a graded course. 
 
This course full-year, performance-based course 
covers a variety of repertoire, along with basic 
music theory, history, aural training, and sight 
singing. Students are required to sing as a soloist 
and/or small group. This gives the students an 
opportunity to gain performance etiquette and 
allow assessment of the individuals learning of the 
music. Concert opportunities include 
opportunities within school. 
 
Chorus requires students to demonstrate basic 
vocal technique by displaying proper breathing, 
blend, tone, and posture. Students perform in two, 
three, or four part harmonies depending on 
proficiency. They sing on pitch, in small and large 
group settings, maintaining a steady beat in a 
variety of tempi. Students learn how to read 
standard notation in a variety of standard meters 
using solfege.  
 
Throughout their studies, students will identify, 
define, and interpret musical symbols and terms.  
In addition, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the function of music, roles of 
musicians, and connections to other disciplines. 
Depending on skill level, students may be invited 
to audition for NYSSMA and ECMEA solo 
contests. 
 
 
MS Orchestra and Band 

 
Orchestra and Band are full-year, graded courses. 
 
Orchestra and Band are designed to be a 
performance-based course. This course covers a 
variety of repertoire, along with basic music 
theory, history, aural training, and sight-reading. 
Students are required to play as a soloist and/or 
small group. This gives the students an 
opportunity to gain performance etiquette and 
allow assessment of the individuals learning of the 
music.  
 
Concert performances include opportunities 
within and outside of school. Depending on 
individual’s skill level, students may be asked to 
participate in NYSSMA and ECMEA solo 
contests. 
 
In Orchestra and Band, students will demonstrate 
a variety of repertoire on pitch, in small and large 
groups, maintaining steady beat in a variety of 
tempi. Students will also demonstrate balance and 
blend of ensemble playing with technical and 
expressive accuracy, and will demonstrate basic 
instrument technique by displaying care of 
instrument, proper breathing, blend, tone, and 
posture. Students will identify, define, and 
interpret musical symbols, terms, and standard 
notation in a variety of standard meters. In 
addition, they will demonstrate an understanding 
of the function of music, roles of musicians, and 
connections to other disciplines.  
 
 
Grade 6 Course Descriptions 
 
English/Language Arts, Grade 6 
 
The sixth grade English/Language Arts 
curriculum builds on the fifth grade curriculum 
and is comprised of the following five areas: 
reading, writing, grammar, spelling, and 
vocabulary.  Daily reading includes participation in 
guided reading groups, book clubs, read alouds, 
mini lessons, and independently chosen texts of a 
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variety of genres, including non-fiction.  The 
course utilizes a variety of active reading 
comprehension strategies (such as questioning, 
predicting, re-reading for information, and 
inferencing) to improve reading comprehension 
skills.  These strategies are taught through mini 
lessons that model successful reading behavior. 
 Students will respond to the texts through the use 
of a reader response journal. This response 
includes summarizing and critiquing texts read and 
will be shared with classmates to build enthusiasm 
around books. 
 
Writing focuses on, but is not confined to, 
informational. The students work with a variety of 
writing strategies and genres–such as persuasive 
essay, poetry, short story, memoir, and 
research–based to communicate with different 
audiences.  
 
Grammar is infused through mini-lessons that 
review necessary skills and introduce new 
skills/content. This course highlights grammar 
terminology, punctuation, parts of speech, and 
paragraph and essay construction for clear 
communication. 
 
Through various genres, students explore and 
develop an understanding of literary devices such 
as plot, setting, conflict, climax, resolution, 
symbolism, mood, and foreshadowing.  They also 
learn the critical elements of informational writing. 
Students develop stronger organizational skills for 
the writing process while utilizing the 6+1 Traits 
approach first introduced in grade 5 by 
brainstorming, outlining, using graphic organizers, 
and learning to take notes. 
 
Spelling units are presented weekly. Routine 
choice assignments in a spelling notebook help 
familiarize students with words and their 
meanings. Assessments using quizzes and in-usage 
spelling will combine to increase connections 
among word origins, challenging vocabulary, and 
spelling patterns.  
 

ELA, Grade 6 Essential Skills: 
● Providing clear writing in which style 

development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience 

● Writing arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence 

● Using precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language 
to convey experiences and events 

● Developing and strengthening writing by 
planning, revising, editing, and rewriting 

● Utilizing technology to produce and 
publish writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others 

● Gathering relevant information from 
primary and secondary print and digital 
sources 

● Providing a summary distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments 

● Providing a critique supported by textual 
evidence 

● Utilizing various strategies to comprehend 
text 

● Utilizing and applying skills related to 
grammar and word study in writing pieces 

● Developing an awareness and 
appreciation for various reading and 
writing genres 

 

Mathematics, Grade 6—Shapes and Measures 
 
Prerequisite Skills: Numeration 
 
The Shapes and Measures curriculum is designed 
to thoughtfully incorporate and apply the skills 
introduced in our Numeration course. Students 
will reflect on their current understanding of 
geometric relationships and expand that 
understanding through hands-on explorations and 
investigations of the world around them. They will 
then be guided to model those relationships 
algebraically and defend those models through 
discourse, in written form and through 
presentations. Student inquiry and cooperative 
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learning create the structure for this course. There 
will also be a significant emphasis on mathematical 
vocabulary.  
 
Middle School students taking this course will be 
exposed to a variety of mathematical topics 
including but not limited to:  Euclidean geometry; 
points as geometric building blocks; zero through 
three dimensionality with emphasis on a Cartesian 
system; properties of plane figures such as 
triangles, quadrilaterals, other polygons, and 
circles; metric and standard measurement of 
perimeter, area, circumference and volume of 
both regular and irregular figures; transformational 
geometry: translation, rotation, dilation and 
reflection;  and creating, writing and solving 
algebraic expressions and equations. 
 
Mathematics, Grade 6 Essential skills: 

● Classifying and identifying properties of 
figures and solids both on and off the 
coordinate plane 

● Mathematically describing motion using 
transformations 

● Proficiency with the coordinate plane 
● Applying observational techniques and 

logical reasoning skills to represent 
problem situations verbally, numerically, 
algebraically, and/or graphically 

● Working in collaboration with others to 
discuss problems, determine necessary 
information, formulate and test strategies, 
and find solutions 

● Communicating mathematically by using 
appropriate vocabulary when describing 
objects, relationships, mathematical 
solutions, and rationale 

● Complete proficiency with scientific 
calculator functions and ability to utilize 
some of its more advanced features 

 

Science, Grade 6 
 
The sixth grade science course is organized into 
four units: Life Science, Earth Science, Physical 

Science, and Space and Technology.  Each unit 
contains a balance between key science content 
and hands-on lab activities that support each 
topic.  
The Life Science unit begins the course and 
provides students with an understanding of 
classification of plants and animals, along with cell 
growth and the functions of cells. This unit also 
leads to student understanding of asexual and 
sexual reproduction, along with traits that are 
determined by genes. Other topics include the 
parts of a vascular plant and how it grows, biomes, 
and ecosystems. 
 
The second unit, Earth Science, leads to student 
understanding of Earth’s layers, plates, and causes 
of earthquakes and volcanoes. The students also 
gain an understanding of rocks and minerals, what 
the causes of the changes of Earth’s surface are, 
and what the Earth’s natural resources are and 
how we get energy from them. 
 
The Physical Science unit provides the students 
with understanding motion and the laws of 
motion, as well as an examination of simple 
machines and how they help people. 
 
The final unit, Space and Technology, 
provides students with an understanding of 
the Earth, Sun, and Moon, along with the universe 
and what is known by people about stars. 
 
Science, Grade 6 Essential skills: 

● Utilizing the scientific method for science 
inquiry 

● Relating their expertise in problem 
solving and research to real world 
problems 

● Analyzing experimental results 
● Making use of the outdoors to make 

discoveries and question new ideas 
● Explaining how organisms live together in 

ecosystems 
● Applying the theory of plate tectonics to 

their understanding creation of landforms 
and natural disasters 
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● Comparing rocks and minerals 
● Explaining how the Earth’s surface 

reshapes 
● Describing and applying the laws of 

motion to simple and compound 
machines 

● Utilizing a sundial to examine the effect 
of the Earth’s movement 

● Demonstrating the use of a spectroscope 
to compare the color pattern of white 
light 

 
Social Studies, Grades 6 
 
The grade 6 Social Studies course focuses on 
geography, history, cultures, and peoples of 
ancient civilizations. Students will examine 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Ancient Greece, Ancient 
India, Ancient China, Ancient Rome, Ancient 
Hebrews, and Medieval Europe, facilitated by the 
five facets of geography (history, geography, 
government, cultures, and economics) as they 
apply to the above named regions.  The major 
turning points of the eastern hemisphere that 
segue into seventh grade social history of the 
United States are a primary focus. 
 
Map and chart skills are further developed 
through the use of maps, grids, symbols, and 
notations to locate specific geographic aspects of 
the Earth’s surface and places in the eastern 
hemisphere, and to indicate distance and direction. 
 
To supplement their learning, students continue to 
utilize a variety of sources such as online websites 
and databases, atlases, encyclopedias, books and 
magazines to locate information and conduct 
proper research, following The Park Research 
Process.  Direct instruction and practice enable 
students to develop and strengthen their research-, 
critical thinking-, and problem-solving skills. 
 
Social Studies, Grade 6 Essential Skills: 

● Comparing and contrasting cultures, 
governments, and geography 

● Sequencing events to create and utilize 
timelines 

● Demonstrating an understanding of maps 
and being able to use maps for various 
purposes 

● Understanding cause and effect 
● Utilizing primary and secondary sources 

to enhance understanding 
● Applying the necessary research skills 

needed to be a lifelong learner 
● Demonstrating the ability to 

communicate effectively 
● Demonstrating competence in conducting 

activities necessary for research, critical 
thinking, and problem solving 

 
The Park Research Process 
 
The Big 6 Skills is a six-stage process that serves to 
help students solve problems or make decisions, 
and provides the framework for the Park School 
Research Process.  The six skills are: Task 
Definition, Information Seeking Strategies, Location and 
Access, Use of Information, Synthesis, and Evaluation. 
 This model enables students to identify their 
research goals, seek, use and assemble relevant 
information, and finally to reflect on the 
effectiveness of their research product. 
 
 
World Languages 
 
The objective of world language instruction at The 
Park School is to promote global cultural 
awareness and skills in the areas of reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening in the target 
language. The overall goal is to develop 
competency toward attaining mastery in a second 
language.  
 
The World Languages Department focuses its 
instruction on the development of global citizens 
by fostering verbal communication skills and 
cross-cultural understandings. This is 
accomplished through the development of 
effective oral and written communication, building 

17 

 



a curiosity regarding the world outside of one’s 
own community, and promoting critical thinking 
through investigation and project-based 
experiences.  
Another goal of the world language department is 
to encourage students to work cooperatively with 
others to improve interpersonal skills in an effort 
to imitate real-life work settings. 
 
Student success is measured by participation in 
class activities and the successful completion of 
projects, tests, and other work both in and outside 
of the classroom. The department is mindful of 
students requiring greater time to progress 
through language study. The autonomy to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the program and to evaluate 
student progress is given to the department.  
 
Individual student progress is assessed through 
class participation, daily assignments, and more 
formal assessments that are used to evaluate skill 
development, such as projects, speaking and 
listening activities, and tests and quizzes. 
 
The purpose of all work is to reinforce the 
materials presented in class. Projects are often 
used to foster creative and open-ended thought 
and promote cooperative work skills and 
hands-on learning experiences. Students are 
encouraged to reflect upon and revise their own 
work to deepen their understanding and maximize 
their learning. 
 
The language department engages students in the 
study of cognitive and language acquisition skills 
through a variety of age-appropriate activities in 
class and through daily work outside of class.  
 
The department makes use of technology in many 
ways. The School’s intranet system is used to 
maintain contact with students and parents.  Use 
of online material provides authentic resources in 
the target language and culture. Virtual tours, 
audio of native speakers, as well as written 
material from news sources and cultural websites 
enrich the classroom experience. Students are 

encouraged to use the computers for creating 
individual and group projects and games, and for 
researching online resources and cultural aspects 
of regions of the target language. 
 
All course titles and corresponding curriculum are 
aligned with proficiency guidelines as established 
by the American Council of Teachers of Foreign 
Language (ACTFL) Students will complete 
Novice level language study during Middle School. 
 
 
Novice Level French/Spanish, Grade 6 
 
In Middle School, Novice Level French is a 
four-year language program. The class is 
conducted in French as much as possible in order 
to increase student exposure to the target 
language. 
 
Novice Level French emphasizes the 
fundamentals of oral and written communication. 
Vocabulary development and grammar usage are 
strengthened through daily reading and writing 
assignments, as well as through listening activities. 
At the completion of Novice Level French 
students will be able to express themselves in both 
written and oral forms with comparative ease in 
structured situations. 
 
Culture, history, geography, and literature are also 
interwoven into the curriculum so as to enhance 
the acquisition and development of language skills.  
Reading skills are developed using context, 
cognates, and other decoding skills. Writing in 
journals helps to develop greater understanding of 
basic grammatical concepts and syntax. Listening 
skills are assessed through deciphering oral 
language and appropriate responses to questions, 
both orally and in written form. Speaking tasks 
will move toward proficient communication in the 
areas of socializing, providing and obtaining 
information, persuasion, and expressing personal 
feelings. 
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For example, in Novice Level French a student 
will be able to identify the parts of the body, 
describe basic physical ailments, and know where 
to go to seek help.  Reading and writing selections 
which include the new vocabulary focus will be 
completed and discussed.  
 
World Languages, Grade 6 Essential Skills: 

● Identifying and using a variety of 
introductory, thematic vocabulary 

● Describing themselves and their daily 
routines, and the people and places 
around them 

● Understanding basic sentence structure 
and speech patterns 

● Understanding and interpreting written 
text (at an appropriate level) 

● Demonstrating comprehension of written 
and oral communication in French 

● Comparing and contrasting their own 
culture with that of the Francophone 
world 

 
  
Physical Education, Grades 5 and 6 
 
Boys and girls attend co-ed, multi-age classes 
(Grades 5 and 6).  The students are exposed to 
different sports, allowing them the opportunity to 
understand their strengths, weaknesses, likes and 
dislikes.  Students are given adequate time to 
develop physical skills, self-confidence, and 
positive self-image.  Participation as a means of 
learning is encouraged as opposed to relying upon 
winning as the evaluative tool.  Success is 
measured by the quality of the development in 
each individual.  Students are graded according to 
their participation and effort.  Physical education 
during these years works to build the foundation 
for our upper school program.  A positive image 
of the self in physical activity and in competition is 
imperative in maintaining interest and building 
cohesive, successful teams through lifelong 
learning activities.  The school’s core values: 
respect, responsibility, honesty, and kindness are 

also addressed into our units produce a 
well-rounded student with great character. 
Sports that foster a team atmosphere are: Soccer, 
Greek Handball, Ring Hockey, Speedball, 
Handball, Basketball, Ultimate Kickball, Softball, 
and Recreation Games. 
Games and activities that consist of team-building 
values are:  Capture the Flag, Pinball Wizard, 
Battleship, Mission impossible, Project Adventure, 
and the ropes course.   
 
Physical Education, Grades 5 and 6 Essential 
Skills:  

● Understanding, applying and 
demonstrating movement concepts and 
principles to the learning and 
development of motor skills 

● Achieving and maintaining a 
health-enhancing level of physical fitness 

● Demonstrating responsible personal and 
social behavior in physical activity settings 

● Demonstrating an understanding and 
respect for differences among people in 
physical activity settings 

● Understanding that physical activity 
provides opportunities for enjoyment, 
challenge, self-expression and social 
interaction 

● Applying problem-solving strategies in 
movement challenges 

● Recognizing and communicating 
feedback to other students for 
implementation in successful game 
strategies 

● Promoting individual success and 
self-confidence by selecting, practicing, 
and redefining a challenge skill which 
needs improvement 

● Identifying the relationship between 
specific muscle groups and body 
movement during performance of skills 

● Demonstrating their knowledge of the 
four health-related fitness components 
(cardio-respiratory endurance, flexibility, 
muscular strength and endurance) and 
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identify a variety of activities to develop 
each component 

 
 
Health, Grade 6 
 
Integral to Park’s mission of becoming a lifelong 
learner, health education provides young people 
with the knowledge and skills that they need to 
lead productive and healthy adults. Heath is a year 
long course, and its components are interwoven 
into the physical education program. 
 
Health, Grade 6 Essential Skills: 

● Analyzing influences on mental health 
and emotional wellness 

● Identifying and applying positive 
communication skills 

● Applying refusal and negotiation skills to 
real life situations  

● Identifying and analyze nutritional needs 
required to achieve and maintain a healthy 
body 

● Identifying skills to cope with eating 
disorders 

● Explaining how physical health/activity 
affects total health 

● Analyzing how messages from the media 
and other sources influence body image 

● Demonstrating the ability to advocate for 
personal, family, and community health 

 
Art, Grade 6 

Grade 6 Art class introduces the elements and 
principles of art through a variety of individual 
and group projects. The projects both involve 
2-dimensional and 3-dimensional materials. Many 
Artists and styles are presented and discussed. 
Pencils, pastels, charcoal, paint, watercolors, clay, 
plaster, wire and wood are only some of the 
materials used. Students are asked to try new 
techniques, brush up on skills they may already 
know, and are encouraged to put their own spin to 
each project. 

 
Some of the projects include drawing from 
observation and outdoors, surreal collage, 
perspective drawing, working with clay, outdoor 
sculpture, linoleum carving and printing, and 
Matisse inspired self-portraits. 
 
Art, Grade 6 Essential Skills: 

● Understanding and applying visual arts 
media and techniques 

● Using knowledge of visual arts materials 
and resources 

● Responding to and analyzing works of art; 
● Understanding the visual arts in relation 

to history and cultures 
● Understanding the characteristics and 

merits of one’s own artwork and the 
artwork of others 

 
 
Drama, Grade 6 
 
This semester-long exploratory drama course is 
designed to give an introductory experience in the 
theater arts. Throughout the semester, there are 
many projects given to open students’ minds to 
different aspects of the theater. Students also 
participate in many activities to get themselves 
more comfortable and confident in front of an 
audience. 
 
Some of the projects and activities include 
pantomime, improvisation and voice games, 
storytelling, short skits, character development, set 
design, working with lights and sound, and a class 
play. 
  
Drama, Grade 6 Essential Skills: 

● Developing an understanding of the 
essentials of non-musical performing arts 
including voice, gesture, movement, 
organization, and presentation as 
elements of the study of drama and public 
speaking 

● Developing an understanding of the 
essentials of the history and development 
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of this art as well as of the applications of 
it in the modern world 

● Understanding how  the study of drama 
involves research, reading, and writing 
skills both factual and creative 

 
 
General Music, Grades 6 
 
Students in grades 5 and 6 are required to enroll in 
General Music, in addition to participation in an 
ensemble (Chorus or Orchestra).  General Music 
is an exploratory year-long course. 
 
General Music classes in grades 5 and 6 focus on 
basic music reading, including identifying note 
names on the treble and bass clef staves, 
identifying and reading simple rhythms, 
composing in 4/4 time using technology, and 
playing the ukulele.   
 
Students also explore musical traditions and 
cultures around the world and are expected to 
complete a research project and presentation 
focused on an instrument from another culture. 
 
Students develop a strong musical foundation, 
which they are able to expand upon in ensembles 
and later General Music courses.  A major focus 
of this class is understanding music as it relates to 
other disciplines throughout history.   
 
General Music, Grade 6 Essential Skills: 

● Demonstrating rudimentary music 
concepts  

● Recognize note values and treble and bass 
clef staff reading 

● Demonstrating proper playing technique 
on ukulele and percussion instruments 

● Exploring different musical forms and 
musical expression 

● Identifying musical symbols and 
vocabulary  

 
 
 

Chorus, Grades 5 and 6 
 
In Grades 5 and 6, students are required to 
participate in an ensemble. (Chorus, Orchestra or 
Band). Chorus is a graded course. 
 
This course full-year, performance-based course 
covers a variety of repertoire, along with basic 
music theory, history, aural training, and sight 
singing. Students are required to sing as a soloist 
and/or small group. This gives the students an 
opportunity to gain performance etiquette and 
allow assessment of the individuals learning of the 
music. Concert opportunities include 
opportunities within school. 
 
Chorus requires students to demonstrate basic 
vocal technique by displaying proper breathing, 
blend, tone, and posture. Students perform in two, 
three, or four part harmonies depending on 
proficiency. They sing on pitch, in small and large 
group settings, maintaining a steady beat in a 
variety of tempi. Students learn how to read 
standard notation in a variety of standard meters 
using solfege.  
 
Throughout their studies, students will identify, 
define, and interpret musical symbols and terms.  
In addition, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the function of music, roles of 
musicians, and connections to other disciplines. 
Depending on skill level, students may be invited 
to audition for NYSSMA and ECMEA solo 
contests. 
 
 
MS Orchestra  
 
In Grades 5 and 6, students are required to 
participate in an ensemble. (Orchestra, Chorus or 
Band). Orchestra is a full-year, graded course. 
 
Orchestra is designed to be a performance-based 
course. This course covers a variety of repertoire, 
along with basic music theory, history, aural 
training, and sight-reading. Students are required 
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to play as a soloist and/or small group. This gives 
the students an opportunity to gain performance 
etiquette and allow assessment of the individuals 
learning of the music.  
 
Concert performances include opportunities 
within and outside of school. Depending on 
individual’s skill level, students may be asked to 
participate in NYSSMA and ECMEA solo 
contests. 
 
In Orchestra, students will demonstrate a variety 
of repertoire on pitch, in small and large groups, 
maintaining steady beat in a variety of tempi. 
Students will also demonstrate balance and blend 
of ensemble playing with technical and expressive 
accuracy, and will demonstrate basic instrument 
technique by displaying care of instrument, proper 
breathing, blend, tone, and posture. Students will 
identify, define, and interpret musical symbols, 
terms, and standard notation in a variety of 
standard meters. In addition, they will 
demonstrate an understanding of the function of 
music, roles of musicians, and connections to 
other disciplines.  
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Co-Curricular 
Programming—Grades 5 and 6 
 
Clubs 
 
In an effort to provide students with an 
opportunity to explore a variety of interests, the 
Middle School offers a wide array of club 
offerings.  The slate of clubs changes from year to 
year depending on student interest and teacher 
availability.  Most clubs meet at least once in the 
rotation, and some may meet after school or 
off-campus as needed.  Past Clubs offerings have 
included:  garden club, book club, yoga club, art 
club, Science Olympiads, Odyssey of the Mind, 
and woodshop. 
 
 
Community Service 
 
As a means to foster mutual respect and empathy 
for others, students are offered several 
opportunities to engage in community service. 
Each grade level completes a class community 
service project each year.  Whether it be spending 
time with ill children in a local hospital, leading 
recycling efforts, collecting new or gently used 
clothing items for the needy, or fundraising for 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute, students are 
engaged in service activities throughout the year. 
In annual tradition, the Middle School cooks 
dozens of Thanksgiving meals, complete with the 
fixings, for Compass House, a local organization 
that benefits homeless teens. 
 
 
Immersion 
 
Immersion aims to completely immerse students 
in a world outside of their own, involving them in 
opportunities to learn and explore through 
firsthand experience.  In preparation for the 
weeklong experience, students attend Immersion 
Seminar classes throughout the year team-taught 
by faculty members who also serve as Immersion 
leaders.  Offerings provide students with the 

opportunity to expand their knowledge in an area 
of study in a particular discipline (science, math, 
technology, literature, the arts, history, or world 
language), and may be large or small in scale, 
ranging from on-campus experiences to local day 
trips, to stateside overnight stays, and to a seven- 
to ten-day immersive experience abroad. 
Immersion Week is biannual. 
 
 
Middle School Student Government 
 
Under the advisement of the division head, the 
Middle School Student Government (MSSG) 
program offers student the opportunity to build 
upon and strengthen their leadership skills.  MSSG 
meets once in the rotation.  Government officers 
(President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer) 
are elected by the student body for a year’s term, 
and Class Representatives are elected by their 
fellow classmates each semester, lead class 
meetings and school gatherings, as well as plan 
and execute class projects and various events, 
including Spirit Week celebrations, Spring Dance, 
and Cocoa House. 
 
 
Performing Arts—Chorus, Orchestra, Band, 
Theater 
 
The Park School believes that the Arts should be a 
part of everyone’s life.  In addition to regular 
instruction in music, studio art, and drama, middle 
school students also have the opportunity to 
participate in the School’s Chorus, Band, and 
Orchestra programs.  Students enrolled in Chorus, 
Band, and Orchestra are exposed to music of all 
cultures and genres, with the aim of fostering a 
lifelong appreciation of music.  Through preparing 
for solo, small-group, or all-group performances, 
students learn cooperation and team building 
skills, and gain insight on and appreciation of their 
own and peers’ talents, contributions, and 
cultures. 
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Apart from their curricular experiences with 
dramatic production, middle school students may 
also participate in the school’s theater program. 
The Park Players produce a musical and two 
dramatic performances each year, utilizing student 
talent from all three divisions of the School. 
Students take an active role in all aspects of these 
productions, from acting to building sets, to 
creating costumes, and designing lighting. 
 
 
Project KNOW 
 
Taught by experienced specialists from the Erie 2 
Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services, middle school students 
participate in a one-week human sexuality 
education program.  Presented primarily in 
co-educational lessons, the program helps 
participants gain accurate knowledge about 
puberty and sexuality, increases family 
communication on these topics, and develops 
healthy attitudes about puberty and sexuality in 
participants, and ultimately increase responsible 
behavior and effective decision-making in our 
students.  The program commences with a Parent 
Information Night and culminates in a 
Parent-Child Night. 
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