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COURSE:  Grade 4 English Language Arts 
TEACHER:  Monica Padmanahba 
TEXTS: Scott Foresman Reader, Zaner-Bloser Speller, Various Commercial Books for Literature Circle, 
Junior Great Books 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Grade 4 English Language Arts is comprised of reading, literature, spelling, 
grammar, speaking, and writing skills.  An emphasis is placed on vocabulary building, reading 
comprehension, and basic writing skills through sequencing, summarizing, paraphrasing, and writing 
stories and reports.  Students engage in independent, individualized reading in Literature Circles, where 
small groups of children are divided according to their reading levels.  A book is assigned to the group, 
and each child is given one assignment for that book.  Students read the book individually and complete 
their assignments.  When students are done, they meet with the teacher to present their assignments 
and discuss the book in a book club format.  The assignments are: illustrator, connector, vocabulary 
enricher, passage master, discussion leader, and character analysis. 
 
 Essential Skills  Applied to these Concepts 

and Materials 
Projects and Activities 

1. Apply the elements 
of plot, setting, 
character study, 
main 
idea/supporting 
details, sequencing, 
outlining, 
summarizing, 
predicting, and 
questioning 

● Legends from Native 
American writings 

● Study the elements 
of plot, setting, and 
character through 
stories in the guided 
reader and 
Literature Circle 

● Write creatively 
using the elements 
of plot, setting, and 
character study 

● Novels read 
together in class 

● Book reports 

● Individual conferencing and 
editing with the teacher to discuss 
continuity and clarity of writing 
and use of proper punctuation and 
spelling 

● Literature Circle Assignments 
● Activities assessing the elements 

of plot leading to climax and 
closure 

● Written responses to interpretive 
questions based on literature 
readings. For example, “What 
place makes you as happy as 
Jonathan felt when he was visiting 
Grandpa on the farm?” 

● Creative interpretation for book 
report presentations 

2. Apply the 
mechanics of 
writing, editing, 
spelling, and 
grammar 

● Literature excerpts 
as guide to 
literature 
improvement 

● Printed sources 
● Writing workshop 

periods on the 
mechanics of writing 

● Frequent response papers to 
inferential questions on literature 

● Creative writing: stories and 
poetry 

● Written responses to 
thought-provoking literature from 
the Junior Great Books. For 
example, “Write a letter to the 
Miller telling how he didn’t follow 
all the glorious things he said 
about friendship.” 

● Letter writing to pen pals and 
veterans 
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3. Perform the 
techniques of 
making judgments, 
drawing 
conclusions, 
comparing, and 
contrasting, 

● Stories in the guided 
reader 

● Printed sources 
● Tall tales 
● Junior Great Books 
● Novels read 

together in class 
● Book reports 

● Tall Tales Booklets 
● Essay to compare how Ying Tao 

and his sisters felt after moving to 
America 

● Oral discussion on qualities of 
friendship exhibited in both main 
characters in the Junior Great 
Books 

● Essay on the value of friendship 
● Creative interpretation of book 

report presentations 
 
 
COURSE:  Grade 4 Math 
TEACHER:  Monica Padmanabha 
TEXT:  Addison Wesley/ Scott Foresman Mathematics 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Grade 4 Math centers on the basic skills of computation, patterning, probability, 
and problem solving and extends these skills to larger numbers and more detailed processes.  Students 
learn the beginning concepts of decimals, geometry, and fractions.  They learn to compute with mixed 
numbers and improper fractions.  
 
 Essential Skills Applied to these Concepts and 

Materials 
Projects and Activities 

1. Apply critical 
thinking, 
deductive 
reasoning, and 
hypothesizing 

● Printed sources 
● Teacher made problem 

charts 
● Manipulatives 
● Flash Cards 
● Computer software 

● Problem solving using higher level 
thinking skills individually and in 
small groups 

● Select strategies for problem solving 
● Problem of the Day – 

thought-provoking daily math 
problem 

2. Apply the 
concepts of 
geometry, 
measurement, 
perimeter, 
area, volume, 
and decimals. 

● Printed sources 
● Environment – applying 

geometric principles 
● Relating measurement to 

real life situations 
● SMART Board 

● Geometric line designs with string 
art and  popsicle sticks 

● Create a Geometry Booklet 
● Measure objects in the environment 

to find area and perimeter by 
creating a floor plan for a home 

● Relate decimals to money and 
fractions 

● Find volume  
3. Organize, look 

for patterns , 
perform 
computations, 
use logic, 
estimate, and 
graph 
 

● Printed sources 
● Pattern blocks 
● Logic games 
● Challenge exercises 
● Problem solving exercises 
● Flash Cards 
● Computer games 
● SMART Board 

● Engage in small group games 
● Actively involved in organizing data 

on pattern charts 
● Apply estimating to real life 

situations 
● Tally survey results to be plotted on 

graph 
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COURSE: Grade 4 Science 
TEACHER:  Monica Padmanabha 
TEXTS:  Science (Addison Wesley/Scott Foresman) 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Grade 4 Science is based heavily on hands-on activities and focuses on plants, 
mammals, electricity, simple machines, earth science/environmental studies, nutrition and healthy 
lifestyles.  Students complete research in the library and record data in note taking form and write 
reports on an endangered species.  There is also a creative component to the research project. 
 
 Essential Skills Applied to these Concepts and 

Materials 
Projects and Assignments 

1. Investigate 
plants, seeds, 
parts of a 
flower 
 
 

● Model of a flower 
● Experimentation in the 

green house 
● Herbal study with Earth 

Spirit 
● Seeds (beans, corn, 

flowers) 

● Study the parts of the flower 
● Investigate soaked bean seeds, see 

the embryo, and record data 
● Make herbal salves 
● Make natural cleaning solutions 
● Conduct small group experiments 

with plants using the Scientific 
Method.  Results are presented to 
the whole group 

2. 
 
 
 
 

Investigate and 
record data for 
animal study 

● Museum of Science Lab Kit 
● Animal Study – printed and 

internet sources, iPad 
● Creative portion of 

endangered species project 
 

● Students investigate skulls, fur pelts, 
feet, tracking patterns, and scat of 
various animals 

● Record data as they carry on their 
investigation to identify each animal 

● Research paper on mammal of 
choice 

● Oral presentation of researched 
information 

3. Apply the 
elements of 
electricity to 
build circuits 
and switches 

● Correlate learning with 
physics teacher 

● Electricity – hands-on 
experiences 

● Background and 
understanding reinforced 
with text 

● SMART Board 

● Visit physics teacher in lab to better 
understand the principles of simple 
machines, mass, matter, and 
electricity 

● Students make simple machines 
Students build parallel and series 
circuits 

● Students make switches 
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COURSE:  Grade 4 Social Studies 
TEACHER:  Monica Padmanabha/Chris Downey 
TEXTS:  New York State 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Grade 4 Social Studies centers on the history and geography of New York State. 
Through active participation and hands-on activities, students study pioneer times and the Native 
Americans from this area.  Students also study local, state, and national governments and map reading. 
The history of New York State is covered from colonial times through immigration of the late 19th 
century to modern times.  
 
 Essential Skills Applied to these Concepts and 

Materials 
Projects and Assignments 

1. Comprehend 
local, state, 
and national 
governments 

● Internet and printed 
material 

● Current events 
● New York State text 
● The Buffalo News 
● iPad 

● Students evaluate elections 
● Students investigate how a bill is 

introduced and becomes a law 
● Children become familiar with the 

various branches of government. 
(The Constitution) 

2. Discuss weekly 
news and 
current events 

● Scholastic News 4 
● Oral discussions 

generated from topics 
and events of interest 
to students 

● Internet and printed 
sources, iPad 

● Class discussion of current events 
● Class discussion of Democratic and 

Republican parties 
● Discussions relating to terrorism in 

the world 
● Discussions relating to NYS and the 

US issues 
3. Investigate the 

geography of 
New York 
State, its 
regions, 
history, and 
people 

● Internet and print 
sources 

● Scholastic News 
● New York State text 
● Earth Spirit lesson on 

the life and history of 
Downtown Buffalo and 
the Native Americans 
in our area 

● Jean Fritz books…If You 
Lived During… to study 
Native American Life 
and life during Colonial 
Times, The American 
Revolution, and the 
Civil War 

● Buffalo Niagara 
Heritage Village 

● The Erie Canal 
● Niagara Falls 

● Tour of Downtown Buffalo, study 
the history of our city and the 
architecture.  Students break into 
small groups to create buildings 
from the city accompanied by a 
research paper on their building 

● Field trip to Buffalo Niagara Heritage 
Village to experience pioneer life in 
WNY 

● Create salt maps and paper maps of 
the regions of New York State and 
NYS Booklets. 

● Building an Iroquois Indian village 
including longhouses, stockade, and 
environment.  Building a Sioux 
Indian village to compare and 
contrast the two Native American 
groups 

● Earth Spirit – Native American Day: 
artifacts, games, storytelling from 
their history, and historical facts 
imparted to the class 
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● Individual Immigration Projects 
where students interview an 
immigrant, write a report, and bring 
items to share from their subject’s 
country presented to the whole 
group 

● Build table model of  the Erie Canal 
 
 
COURSE:  Lower School Art 
TEACHER:  Kyle Polaske & Rachel Wright 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Lower School Art classes introduce the basic skills and techniques used in Art, 
the elements and principles of art, and information about artists and art history through a variety of 
individual and group projects. The projects involve both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional materials. 
Pencil, pastels, charcoal, paint, watercolors, clay, plaster, wire, and wood are only some of the materials 
used. Students are asked to try new techniques, and the teacher sometimes leads them through 
multi-step projects and at other times, the students experiment on their own.  Students are always 
encouraged to put their own spin on each project. 
 
 Essential Skills Applied to these Concepts and 

Materials 
Projects and Activities 

1. Understand and 
apply visual arts 
media and 
techniques 

● Students know the 
difference between art 
materials, techniques, and 
processes 

● Students understand how 
different materials, 
techniques, and processes 
cause different responses 
from the viewer 

● Students can use different 
media techniques and 
processes to communicate 
ideas, experiences, and 
stories. 

● Teacher demonstrates how 
to use tools properly for a 
particular project 

● Students respond to stories 
read in class by creating 
drawings to illustrate them 

● Students mimic or interpret 
the styles of artists whose 
work they are shown in class 

● Students will experiment using 
many materials and 
techniques 

● Students use art materials and 
tools in a safe and responsible 
manner 

● Students observe objects 
using many different textures 
and experiment with 
incorporating these into 
drawing and painting 
techniques 

2. Understand the 
visual arts in 
relation to 
history and 
cultures 

● Students know that the 
visual arts have both a 
history and a specific 
relationship to various 
cultures 

● Students can identify 
specific works of art as 

● Students respond to examples 
of multicultural art by 
producing a design-oriented 
composition based on cultural 
art, symbols, and designs 

● Students respond to examples 
of artwork by producing 
similar compositions 

7 
 



belonging to particular 
cultures, times, and places 

3. Understand the 
characteristics 
and merits of 
their own 
artwork and the 
artwork of 
others 

● Students understand various 
purposes for creating works 
of visual art 

● Students understand that 
specific artworks can solicit 
different responses from 
different viewers 

● After producing an artwork, 
students are able to relate its 
meaning verbally 

● Students are able to express 
their interpretations of peers’ 
artworks 

 
COURSE:  Lower School Music 
TEACHER:  Bethany Ward 
TEXTS:  Game Plan Music Curriculum 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Lower School Music utilizes a spiraled music education curriculum designed to 
develop student skills in relation to rhythm, melody, harmony, form and timbre while allowing them to 
experience music through singing, playing instruments, movement, listening, and notation.  Lessons 
unfold through various stages of learning, including imitation, exploration, improvisation, and 
visualization.  Students spend a proportionate amount of time on both singing and playing instruments 
and basic music theory is taught.  
 
 Essential Skills Applied to these Concepts and 

Materials 
Goals 

1. Demonstrate 
pulse 

● Songs, games, and musical 
activities 

● Pitched and unpitched 
percussion instruments 

● Students demonstrate an ability 
to maintain a steady beat 

2. Develop a 
repertoire of 
songs 

● Songs, games, and musical 
activities 

● Students acquire songs and are 
able to sing alone and with 
others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 

3. Demonstrate 
proper vocal and 
instrumental 
technique 

● Songs, musical activities, 
xylophones, 
metallophones, 
glockenspiels, hand 
drums, bells, guiros, 
rhythm sticks, maracas 

● Students sing with good posture 
and intonation 

● Students are able to play a 
variety of instruments using 
good posture and technique 

4. Identify  lines 
and spaces on 
the treble clef 

● Music theory worksheets 
● Music theory charts and 

flashcards 
● Sheet music 

● Students are able to identify 
notes on the treble clef staff. 

● Students are able to read and 
perform rhythms including 
whole note, half note, quarter 
note, eighth note, and sixteenth 
note values 
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COURSE OR GRADE: Third and Fourth Grade Physical Education 
TEACHER: Anna Scirri and Kevin Wartinger 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   The objective of our third and fourth grade physical education program is to 
provide transition between movement education and the more traditional sports oriented curriculum of 
the middle and upper grades.  It provides the opportunity to explore movement as well as instruction in 
the mechanically correct execution of a specific skill.  The basic aim of physical education at this level is 
to introduce, explore, and begin to develop skills that are sport specific.  Children are encouraged to 
develop, play, and explore, learning at their own rate about their individual uniqueness.  The students 
are exposed to different sports, allowing them the opportunity to understand their strengths, 
weaknesses, likes and dislikes.  Students are given adequate time to develop physical skills, 
self-confidence, and positive self-image.  

 
Individual student progress at the lower school level is evaluated according to authentic assessment by 
the teacher(s) every class.  This assessment includes student ability to demonstrate age appropriate 
motor perception, movement, and social skills.  
 
Essential Skill Applied to these 

Concepts and Materials 
Projects and Assignments 

Teamwork ● Team building 
activities 

● Participation in team sports 

Strategies ● Decision making 
process 

●  Demonstrate the ability to not only form a 
decision individually, but show as a group they can 
work together toward a common goal. 

Sportsmanship ● Fair play in 
competition 

● Interscholastic and intramural competition 

 
COURSE: Lower School String Ensemble 
TEACHER: Maria Hardcastle 
TEXTS: Sheet music by various composers. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students will learn the fundamentals of string performance as it relates to 
ensemble playing.  They will learn basic performance standards and how to interact musically with other 
musicians while playing multi-part music. 
 
 Essential 

Skills—Students 
will… 

Applied to these Concepts and Materials Projects and Activities 

1. Learn to read music 
and play together 

● Learn scales in different keys ● Students have 
individual lessons 
twice each rotation 

2. Learn rehearsal 
behavior, as shown 
through efficient 
rehearsal work 

● Play different music in different 
styles and different keys 

● Students play music 
games and rehearse 
music by different 
composers 

 
3. Learn to perform in 

front of an 
audience 

● Demonstration of mastery of string 
and performance techniques. 

● Participation in school 
performances and 
other school events 
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Difficulty comparable to NYSSMA 
1-3 

 
COURSE: Grade 4 Exploratory French 
TEACHER: Suzanne Thepaut-Hasselback 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  The 4th grade exploratory foreign language program is a continuation of the 
students’ foreign language acquisition. They continue to build on their experiences from the previous 
four years. Students will begin to use French in everyday situations to ask simple questions and provide 
information on basic topics using thematic vocabulary. Instruction will move towards an immersion 
setting as students gain knowledge of classroom commands and basic questions and phrases. 
 
 

Essential Skills Applied to these Concepts and Materials Projects and Activities 
1
. 

Continue to develop 
speaking and listening 
skills as they acquire 
vocabulary on a variety 
of thematic units. 

● Vocabulary themes include, but are 
not limited to, greetings and 
courtesies, numbers, the alphabet, 
days of the week, months of the year, 
family, food, holidays, animals, 
professions, the body and clothing. 

● Students will continue to converse in 
the target language, using greetings, 
and personal descriptions. 

● Students will demonstrate 
knowledge of simple commands 
through physical activity based on 
oral cues.  

● Students will be able to describe 
themselves, others, and objects in 
their environment using descriptive 
words associated with feelings, 
moods, size, quantity, and other 
physical and personality traits both 
orally and in writing. 

 
2
.  

Develop reading and 
writing skills.  

● Students will begin identifying 
cognates and basic sentence structure 
in order to create their own 
structured writing pieces. 

● Students will create trading cards for 
their future self and study famous 
French people from a variety of 
professions. 

● Students will create written and oral 
messages to share with students in 
Peonga, Benin through our Peace 
Corps connection. 

3
. 

Develop an initial 
awareness of the areas 
in which the target 
languages are spoken. 

● Students will learn about places in the 
world where French is spoken. 

 Students will explore cultural 
differences in agriculture and meals 
among French-speaking cultures. 

4
. 

Develop an enthusiasm 
for learning a foreign 
language, and cultural 
awareness. 

● Students will learn about the 
importance of studying foreign 
languages and how this knowledge 
can be used in everyday life. 

 Students will engage in a variety of 
learning experiences that put them 
in contact with local and 
international French speakers. 
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COURSE OR GRADE: Lower School Library Program 
TEACHER: Leslie Occhiuto 
TEXTS: The library collection 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The lower school library program is designed with two main goals in mind: to 
help develop an appreciation of literature and love of reading and to develop beginning information 
literacy and research skills. Students in lower school visit the library once per week. Each library class 
begins with a read-aloud and related discussion/activity designed to extend students’ comprehension of 
the story. Beginning in kindergarten, students are able to self-select books for checkout. To aid in their 
selection of books students are exposed to a wide variety of literature through read-alouds, book talks 
and book displays and become familiar with utilizing the online library catalog to search for books. 
Students will visit the library to participate in class research projects in addition to their regularly 
scheduled library classes.  
 Essential Skill Applied to these Concepts 

and Materials 
Practical Application 

1. Understand the 
fundamentals of 
how the library is 
organized 

● Using the Library of 
Congress 
Classification 
System to locate 
library materials 

● Grade 2: Treasure Hunt -follow clues 
to locate the various sections: fiction, 
readers, picture books, non-fiction, 
biography, and periodicals 

● Grade 3: examine a selection of books 
to determine the best way to organize 
them; prepare shelf labels to illustrate 
various subject areas in the non-fiction 
section 

● Grade 4: understand the difference 
between keyword and subject 
searching on the OPAC 

2. Using a variety of 
resources to solve 
an information 
problem 

● Basic research skills ● Grade 2: Identify and use parts of a 
book to find information and properly 
cite sources 

● Grade 3: use access tools such as the 
glossary, index and table of contents 
to find information in non-fiction 
books.  

● Grade 4: use the Explore feature of 
the Destiny Catalog to locate 
additional books on the desired topic. 

3. Develop a broad 
knowledge and 
appreciation of 
literature 

● Genre & Author/ 
Illustrator studies 

● Kindergarten: examine traditional fairy 
tales and compare them with modern, 
retold versions 

● Grade 1: examine several works by 
author/illustrator Chris Van Allsburg; 
learn to recognize elements of his 
writing and drawing style 

● Grade 4: utilize the features of Destiny 
MyQuest to locate and share, rate and 
recommend library materials 
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