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We are pleased to profile alumni and members 
of the Park community whose stories we feel 
are interesting to all. Our remarkable alumni 
have achieved much in college, in their careers, 
and in many volunteer and philanthropic 
endeavors. We hope you enjoy learning more 
about them, as well as about the current faculty 
member and students who are also featured.
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Gordon Gross is so humble and down-to-earth you 
would never suspect that he is one of Buffalo’s most 
civic-minded citizens and generous philanthropists. 
A founding partner of the law firm Gross, Shuman, 
Brizdle, & Gilfillan, Gross is driven by causes and a 
duty to give back to others.

He has a self-deprecating sense of humor when 
talking about himself. “When I came to Park in my 
freshman year, academically, I was out in left field. I 
think ‘Buddy on the Farm’ was my highest reading 
level,” he says, chuckling.

INSPIRED BY PARK TEACHERS

“I look back with great fondness to Mrs. Cheek, 
who was not only my history teacher but also my 
greatest single motivator. She pushed me toward 
getting very serious in my studies.”

He enjoyed English teacher Tommy Van Arsdale 
as well. “Here was a Navy commander standing on 
a desk and spouting poetry,” Gross recalls. “It was 
just wonderful.”

Another favorite was Herb Mols, the guru of Park 
athletics during the mid-20th century and a 2013 
inductee to the Greater Buffalo Sports Hall of 
Fame. “If he had 18 people on the baseball squad, 
all 18 people played,” Gross says.

“OPPORTUNITY” IS  A THEmE

“It doesn’t sound like much at first,” he says, “but 
we had opportunities to do everything. Whether it 
was Student Council, working on the newspaper, 
or playing on a team, we had encouragement. I’ve 
talked to other people from Park, all of whom were 
successful, and the word ‘opportunity’ resonates 
with each of us.”

After graduation, Gross entered Oberlin College. 
“I was shocked,” he says. “I had earned only one 
‘A’ at Park, an ‘A-minus’ in one of Herb Mols’ 
science classes. I’d really started to work hard in my 
junior and senior years… and I was getting ‘As’ at 
Oberlin! We came to college prepared.”

IN BUFFALO AND IN BUSINESS

During Gross’ second year at college, his father, 
who owned a millinery company that was, at the 
time, the second largest manufacturer of women’s 
hats in the country, fell ill and Gross came home to 
help. He transferred to the University at Buffalo, 
where he became enamored with the history 
and government faculties, as well as the college’s 
small class sizes. He briefly considered a career 
in diplomacy, but a conversation with his father 
steered him in another direction: law school. The 
family business was paying high fees for legal work. 
If Gordon enrolled in law school for one year, his 
dad said, he could learn enough to save the family 
a small fortune. Gross was accepted to UB Law 
School, and graduated in three years. 

“I liked it,” he says. “I did very well.” 
 
 

After a two-year stint in the Army, Gross embarked 
on his legal career, opening a practice with Irv 
Shuman. The firm came to specialize in corporate, 
real estate, and securities law. 

A PASSION FOR CYCLING

Gross’ brother, Alan, encouraged him 
to take up cycling and they enjoyed 
riding together before Alan became 
ill with cancer. “Alan was my ‘hero,’” 
says Gross. “He was an avid cyclist and 
got me into it. We rode two ‘centuries’ 
(100-mile rides) together; I’ve done four 
altogether.”

Alan Gross was a dentist who taught 
at UB’s School of Dental Medicine. 
Shortly before Alan passed away, Gordon and 
his wife, Gretchen, organized a memorial fund 
in Alan’s name at the dental school and set up a 
foundation that benefited financially from Gordon’s 
passion for cycling – he did a cross-country 
fundraising ride in 2000 that took 7½ weeks. “I 
enjoyed it so much – I came back to the office and 
said to myself, ‘you know, I’m 69 years old and it’s 
probably time to retire,’” he says. He cut down his 
workday to mornings only, but soon realized he 
wanted more time off.

Gross’s combination of cycling and fundraising 
has helped Roswell Park Cancer Institute as well 
through its Ride For Roswell, which started in 
1996. Gross has raised a total of $233,945 and is 
the event’s top cumulative fundraiser. 

KEEPING CLOSE T IES WITH PARK

Besides being a board member of the Park School of 
Buffalo Foundation and a member of the Science@
Park Centennial Capital Campaign Committee, 
Gross has strong family ties to Park. His daughter 
Debra attended the School, and his twin grandsons 
Kyle and Jordan Weiner graduated in 2004.

“The Board, obviously, and Chris Lauricella in 
particular, have a great vision for the school,” he 
says. “They’ve got the right ideas. They really are 
looking to the future and looking at what the needs 
are. It’s exciting to see enrollment growing!” 

LOOKING AND GIVING BACK

Gross feels he owes a lot of his own progress to his 
formative years at the School.

“Whether I was playing baseball, working on 
Spark, or serving on the Student Council – it really 
built my self-confidence,” he says. “I always come 
back to that word ‘opportunity.’ There were all sorts 
of things that gave us opportunities. They involved 
the students in every phase of the School.”

The Grosses established an endowed scholarship 
fund at Park to support students with financial 
need. “I feel it is my duty, and that of others who 
benefited from a Park education, to give back so 
that more of today’s young people can have the 
same wonderful opportunity.”

GORDON GROSS  Class  o f  1949

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 1945-1949

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Baseball, football (captain of an 
 undefeated season), soccer, 
 basketball, Spark, student 
 government, Latest, chorus,  
 Boys Discussion Club, Class Dance

>>  COLLEGE:  
 Oberlin College 1949-51; University at  
 Buffalo, 1952; University at Buffalo  
 Law School, LLB, 1955

>>  CAREER:  
 Senior partner and co-founder of 
 Gross, Shuman, Brizdle, & Gilfillan PC

>>  PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:  
 Chairman, Park School of Buffalo 
 Foundation;  Science@Park 
 Centennial Capital Campaign 
 Committee; Park School Board of 
 Trustees; Roswell Park Cancer 
 Institute; Buffalo Philharmonic 
 Orchestra; the Buffalo and Erie 
 County Library Foundation; The 
 Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo; 
 Read to Succeed Buffalo; SUNY 
 Board of Trustees; the Investment 
 Committee for the University at 
 Buffalo Foundation 

>>  SELECT AWARDS:  
 The Park School Alumni Service 
 Award 2009; University of Buffalo 
 Law Alumni Association, 
 Distinguished Alumnus Award, 1996; 
 Samuel P. Capen Award (UB Alumni 
 Association), 2010

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Bicycling, tennis, golf, gardening, 
 travel
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Dr. Lindsey Ross earned an undergraduate 
degree at Stanford University, her medical 
degree at UCLA, and won a prestigious 
scholarship to study neuroscience at Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles. She says 
she never would have dreamed of attaining 
such lofty goals if it had not been for a now-
retired math teacher and college counselor 
who pushed her to believe in herself.

“Heather Roberts was extremely instrumental 
in my college application process,” says 
Ross, who, three years after graduating from 
medical school, is serving her residency at 
Cedars-Sinai. “She made me believe I was a 

strong candidate and encouraged me to apply to places I wouldn’t have dreamed 
of applying to. I honestly feel bad for every other high school student who didn’t 
have a Heather Roberts. She made sure our college applications were on time and 
pristine. She suggested various types of schools and was very good at highlighting 
our strengths.”

FROm THE WEST COAST TO WESTERN NEW YORK

Ross was born in Los Angeles, the daughter of two physicians, Dr. Lisa Nicholas, 
an OB/GYN, and Dr. Marvin Ross, an internist. When she was 12 years old, Ross  
moved to Buffalo when her mom took a job with the Geneva B. Scruggs Community 
Health Care Center at Erie County Medical Center. Dr. Nicholas had grown up in 
Williamsville, but Western New York was a new experience for her daughter.

“Imagine the shock!” Ross says. Her mom took her to tour a few different schools, 
and she “instantly fell in love with the Park spirit,” she recalls.

“I knew this place would allow me to be an individual,” she says. “People were not 
put in different classes based on their perceived intelligence. One wasn’t expected 
to participate in a certain activity because of what they looked like.”

BACK TO CALIFORNIA AND mEDICAL SCHOOL 

In 2008, during her second year attending the David Geffen School of Medicine at 
UCLA, Ross received the Pauletta and Denzel Washington Family Gifted Scholars 
Program in Neuroscience Award, which meant working at Cedars-Sinai while 

going to medical school. The actor Denzel Washington and his wife are personally 
involved in choosing who receives the scholarship.

The award was a surprise. “I hadn’t narrowed down my field to neuroscience,” she 
says. “I didn’t think it was possible that the Washingtons would pick me.”

Now back at Cedars-Sinai for her residency, Ross says her career is “challenging.”

“Residency is a grueling process, especially a neurosurgical training program,” she 
says. “The time commitment is approximately 80-100 hours per week of patient 
care, operating, reading, studying, and writing. The emotional toll of daily death 
requires serious coping skills. Changing and saving lives is extremely gratifying, 
though, and I am grateful to have this opportunity.”

She adds that neurosurgeons may not always be the smartest people in the room, as 
the stereotype has it, “but we sure work the hardest!”

THE L IFE-LONG INFLUENCE OF PARK TEACHERS 

Ross says she would not have dreamed she could be a neurosurgeon “if I wasn’t 
installed at Park as a 13-year-old to free my mind and reach as high as I could 
imagine.”

Another former Park teacher, Steve Dombrowski, was particularly influential. 

“I am still amazed that Mr. Dombrowski challenged us to write one essay every 
week and that we actually did it. It helped to improve our writing skills and our 
broader knowledge. He would then challenge me on the basketball court in the 
afternoon to become a stellar athlete, team player, and leader. He was definitely 
like a second dad. Since my father was in Los Angeles, I enjoyed having a positive 
male role model and teacher.” Ross was captain of the basketball and soccer teams 
at Park. 

During her senior year, she opted to take college courses at Daemen College. 
“That experience prepared me for the rigor of higher learning. I don’t know many 
students who are fortunate enough to get an education like I had.”

Ross says that as the daughter of two physicians, “I did not want to become a 
doctor growing up. But sometimes in life you don’t choose your destiny, it chooses 
you. I definitely tried to fight it, but this is what I knew best. Now I can’t see 
myself doing anything else.”

L INDSEY ROSS,  mD  Class  o f  2000

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 1994-2000

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Basketball, soccer, track, student government,  
 model UN, theater

>>  COLLEGE:  
 Stanford University, BS, 2004; David Geffen School  
 of medicine at UCLA, mD, 2011; Cedars Sinai   
 medical Center, residency, 2012-present

>>  CAREER:  
 Neurosurgeon

>>  AWARDS:  
 Pauletta and Denzel Washington Family Gifted   
 Scholars Program in Neuroscience Award

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Drawing, dancing, traveling, medical missions
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If Jack Levy’s life story were turned into a movie, there is a good chance that the 
Frank Sinatra song “My Way” would play during the closing credits. Levy’s ability 
to follow his own path explains how he went from being a college dropout to 
owning a successful and award-winning sound design company in Hollywood.

“Park allowed me to be me,” says Levy. “It had a very small student body so the 
teachers could really pay attention to the individual. I’ve always been creative and 
Park gave me a great education because I was allowed to completely be myself. It 
really helped me define my life on individual terms.” 

FROm mARINE BIOLOGY TO FISHING IN ALASKA

After graduating from Park, Levy headed to Rollins College in Winter Park, 
Florida, with the intention of studying marine biology. After one semester, he 
realized he had made a mistake. He called home and broke the news to his father, 
Maurice Levy, an executive with Jenss department stores.

“As much as I liked marine biology and diving, I really wanted to do something 
much more creative. That was always when I was the happiest,” Levy recalls. “And 
so I called my dad and said I really don’t want to do this, I want to work in the 
music business.”

He and a friend named Martin Ruminski – who later changed his name to Valerian 
Ruminski and is the founder of Buffalo’s Nickel City Opera – bought themselves 
plane tickets to Seattle and took a ferry to Mitkof Island in Petersburg, Alaska, a 
small fishing village. “My intention was to work on fishing boats to underwrite the 
trip to Los Angeles, so that’s what we did,” Levy says. “We were there for a little 
more than six months.”

Levy said the long days he spent working on a commercial fishing boat were 
“brutal,” although he saved “a good chunk of money.” Levy and Ruminski bought 
a Volkswagen bus and drove it from Prince Rupert, British Columbia to LA.

STARTING OUT AS A HOLLYWOOD SOUND DESIGNER 

Once in LA, Levy worked various odd jobs, gradually making connections in the 
music industry. A friend suggested that he look into sound design for films. The 
friend provided the names of some contacts and Levy started phoning them.

He was soon doing sound design for cartoons and video games. As Levy’s work 
became known and his name got around, he started getting overflow work from 
movie studios and TV production companies that needed help. 

“Music was a great business to be in, but it’s a very fickle industry,” Levy says. 
“They always want to know, ‘who’s doing the next hit?’ – that’s who they want to 
hire. Film and television are much more loyal businesses; if you deliver the goods 
they will rehire you again and again and again.”

He was the sound editor for a TV movie on TNT called David, which earned him 
his first Emmy Award nomination. Since then, his business has snowballed.

“My business grew to a point where I was bidding on jobs against the people who 
were also hiring me to do overflow work,” he says.

A PRImE-TImE EmmY AND A PAIR OF GOLDEN REELS

Levy is the founder and CEO of AnEFX, a sound design and post-production 
audio company in Burbank, CA. He has won a prime-time Emmy Award and 
has been nominated for five others. He owns two Golden Reel Awards from the 
Motion Picture Sound Editors, and has been nominated for many others. His 
list of TV and movie credits on IMDb.com feels almost as long as a Harry Potter 
book.

“I’m really doing some fun things,” he says. “I’m doing Marvel’s Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D. for ABC, which is one of the biggest shows. I’m doing Wayward Pines 
(a Fox miniseries) for M. Night Shyamalan.” Levy is also working on Outlander, 
a series for Starz, Carrie Diaries, Covert Affairs, Suits, Warehouse 13, and Psyche, 
among other projects.

LOOKING BACK ON THE VALUE OF A PARK EDUCATION

Levy’s career successes have come without benefit of a college degree and he is well 
aware of the value of his Park School education.

“I work with people who have advanced degrees. I did not graduate from college, 
but I certainly communicate with those who did on a very even footing. I owe that 
to Park and my parents.”

Levy says he owes all of his Park teachers, “a thank-you and an apology.”

“I’m sure I was a handful for a lot of the teachers. I was very creative. I was very 
outspoken. I was certainly the class clown. But they never squashed that. They 
actually nurtured it. Allowing me to be myself at that point in my life is what 
allows me to be myself at this point in my life. That creative individual who I am 
now is who Hollywood seeks out.”

JACK LEVY  Class  o f  1985

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 1977-1985

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Soccer, yearbook, drama

>>  EDUCATION:  
 Rollins College

>>  CAREER:  
 CEO, AnEFX

>>  AWARDS:  
 Prime-time Emmy, Battlestar Galactica   
 (2004); Golden Reel Awards (two),   
 Battlestar Galactica (2004); numerous   
 Emmy and Golden Reel nominations

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Horseback riding, training, diving,   
 wine, travel, boating
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Wendy Caldwell Maloney might have spent more 
time on Park’s athletic fields than she did in its 
classrooms. In 2005, she was inducted into the 
School’s Sports Hall of Fame. These days she plays 
a mean game of tennis, but it is in the art world 
where Maloney has made her mark professionally.

“I had enough injuries in high school that I decided 
I’d better not count on my body,” Maloney says. “I 
was going to count on the art ‘thing’.”

COLLEGE,  CAREER,  AND FAmILY

Maloney went to Alfred University’s School of Art 
and Design, planning to concentrate in ceramics. 
She also took up drawing, photography, and 
printmaking. After graduation, she returned to 
Buffalo and worked retouching prints in a photo 
lab. She studied graphic design at Villa Maria 
College for a semester to get her start in that field. 
She worked at Printing Prep for 11 years doing 
typesetting and design work.

Maloney took a professional break in 1990, when 
her son, Colin, was born. Then, she and a friend 
from Alfred started their own graphic design 
business, Current Design. Her partner left the 
business after a couple of years, leaving Maloney to 
“wear all the hats.” She looks back on it as a great 
growth experience, but after a decade or so, her 
aspirations moved in another direction.

FALLING IN LOVE WITH COLOR

In 2001, she was visiting a friend in New England 
who was a painter and “I kept falling in love with 
the things she was doing. ‘I want to do that. I want 
to get back to my fine art,’” Maloney said.

After returning home, she studied with artist 
Margaret Martin. Martin was renowned not only 
in Buffalo but throughout the United States as a 
painter and the author of a book called No More 
Wishy-Washy Watercolor. Maloney took to the 
medium quickly.

“She helped me fall in love with color,” Maloney 
says of her teacher. “Within a year I was showing 
and selling my work. I had pretty good success 
right away.”

One of her first big shows was at 
Park. For the past 12 years Maloney 
has been showing and selling work 
at various shows and galleries across 
Western New York, including the 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery.

Maloney paints almost exclusively in 
watercolor, a medium that she says 
is quite challenging. Many of her 
paintings depict nature.

“I love the outdoors,” she says. “Park 
was part of that. I see beauty in 
the design and patterns in nature. 
I love color and I love music. And 
movement. I paint with those things 
in mind.”

A FAmILY TRADITION

Attending Park is a well-established pattern in 
Maloney’s family. Her sister (Valerie ’74), her father 
(Perry ’47), her paternal grandmother (Susan Dyett 
’24), her son, and several cousins attended the 
school, and her mother (Rosemary) worked in the 
Development Office for many years.

Maloney recalls two adults from Park who were 
particularly influential. One was her lacrosse coach, 
Taddy Taylor Dann ’47.

“I played nine or ten different sports,” Maloney 
says. “My favorites were field hockey and lacrosse. 
Taddy Dann started a girls lacrosse team my junior 
year and I loved it. I co-captained the team. Taddy 
nominated me to the Sports Hall of Fame. That 
was really an honor coming from her. She had such 
a positive attitude – ‘everybody can learn how to do 
it, just jump in.’ She is the essence of Park.”

A LESSON IN INSPIRATION

Then there was Ron Miller, her ceramics teacher in 
Upper School. 

“He was a serious potter,” Maloney recalls. “My 
friend Weez (Louisa Herrick Crosby) and I would 
go to the art room and we’d throw pots. Lots of 
pots. We were not exceptional by any means. 
But Mr. Miller would throw big urns, with big 
gorgeous handles.

“One day we were falling in love with our own 
work a little bit too much. Mr. Miller picked up 
one of his pieces that was not yet fired. It was 
probably a foot and a half tall. He walked over 
to us and said, ‘You know, if you’re really good 
at something, you can do it again. Nothing is so 
precious,’ and he let go of it and it just crashed to 
the floor.

“It was shocking at the moment, but it taught me a 
lesson: to get really good at your skills. He inspired 
me to follow my abilities and my dreams.”

Maloney feels she was able to form bonds with her 
teachers that might not have been possible at other 
schools.

CONFIDENCE AND ENTHUSIASm

“One of the great things about Park was that we, 
as students, were invited and encouraged to have 
conversations with adults,” she says. “They weren’t 
at arm’s length; they were right there sitting next 
to you at lunch. You felt so comfortable and so 
supported. That, and the smaller class sizes, gave us 
the confidence to go out into the world as adults.”

Maloney continues to make her mark as an adult 
through her art. Her enthusiasm, however, is 
almost childlike. “My work is about seeing my 
world and saying, ‘Let me take your hand and 
come with me and look at this.’”

WENDY CALDWELL mALONEY  Class of 1975

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 1967-1975

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Field hockey, lacrosse, ceramics,  
 drawing, painting, theater, Spark

>>  COLLEGE:  
 Alfred University, BA, 1979

>>  CAREER:  
 Watercolor artist

>>  NOTABLE RECOGNITIONS:  
 Juried Shows: Albright Knox Art 
 Gallery’s ‘Area Artists Show’; Art 
 Dialogue Gallery; Buffalo Historical 
 Society’s ‘Paint the Town’
 Cover Art: Journal of Creative 
 Behavior (The Creative Education 
 Foundation); Growing Up Creative 
 (Teresa Amabile)

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Tennis, music, dance, cooking,   
 humourous illustrations, reading
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When Fred Keller considers how he got from his 
childhood home in Snyder, New York, to a career 
making films in Hollywood, he thinks back to his 
Park School hockey coach, Bill Hoyt.

“It was Bill who said, ‘You know, you ought to go 
to Hamilton College. They’ve got a good hockey 
team,’” Keller recalls. 

It was at Hamilton where a series of fortunate 
events propelled Keller – the son of well-known 
Buffalo actor, broadcast pioneer, and film and 
theater impresario Frederick A. Keller – toward his 
own career in the entertainment business. 

FINDING A REFUGE AT PARK

“When I first went to Park, my parents were sepa-
rating, and as an only child, it was a very traumatic 
time of my life,” he recalls. “One of my great 
memories is walking to and from school every day. 
It was lovely and gave me a lot of time to think.”

He had some wonderful teachers, some of whom 
“have their names on the buildings” at Park today.

“I can honestly say that I remember the extraordi-
nary people at Park better than I remember almost 
all of my college professors,” Keller says.

“I went back to Park last year and had a lovely day, 
walking around. I got to thinking that one of the 
most important people in my life was the head of 
middle school, Helen Long, who was influential in 
bringing me to Park and helping me through a very 
tough time. I also remember with great fondness 
middle school teacher Mary Rupp.”

UNEXPECTED L IFE LESSONS

“One of my favorite teachers was a guy who was 
able to teach me in a class I had absolutely no 
aptitude for, higher mathematics. He was the 
wonderful Raoul Hailpern. What I learned from 
Dr. Hailpern was how to treat people. He was so 
gentle, so encouraging, that I often think of him 
when I am directing actors in a film. He was a very 
kind, very low-key, very brilliant guy.”

Keller remembers all of his Park teachers as being 
“wonderful and encouraging.”

“When I went to Upper School, the headmaster 
was E. Barton Chapin. I can vividly recall discus-
sions with him on penmanship and things like that. 
And, of course, the wonderful Bill Hoyt was my 
history teacher and my soccer and hockey coach.”

Keller also was involved in Park’s theatrical produc-
tions. “I was more active behind the scenes, but 
every once in a while as an actor. It was nice to do 
this in a safe and encouraging environment.”

HARLEm ROAD TO HAmILTON

Sports, however, were his first love. Hoyt, who 
himself had attended Hamilton College, thought 
it would be a good fit for Keller. Fred agreed and 
he played both hockey and tennis there. He also 
took classes in the arts at Hamilton’s sister school, 

Kirkland College, where he enrolled in a cinema 
class taught by a man named Nat Boxer, later the 
Academy-Award-winning song man for  
Apocalypse Now.

Some unhappy circumstances occurred back home 
during Keller’s freshman year. 

“My father’s theater, the Glen Art (in Williams-
ville), burned to the ground. It was devastating for 
my family. Thankfully I got a very small, minor 
position with the communications office of the 
Catholic Diocese of Buffalo.”

Keller’s work for the Diocese included shooting 
photographs and making small films, some of 
them dramas about social issues that concerned the 
Church. The Diocese allowed him to shoot some of 
the films while he was at college, some of which he 
turned into projects for Boxer’s class.

mOVIES WITH A mESSAGE 

One of the films was to be on the topic of alco-
holism and it involved an advertising executive. 
Keller was trying to find someone to play the lead 
when he spotted “a handsome guy who looked 
really slick” walking across campus. Keller says he 
approached the man and boldly asked him if he 
would like to star in a little film.

The man was Sam Babbitt, the president of 
Kirkland College. Of greater importance to Keller’s 
career, Babbitt’s wife was Natalie Babbitt, who was 
working on a novel called Tuck Everlasting.

“I read Tuck Everlasting in galleys and brought it 
back to the Diocesan Communications Office. I 
said, ‘Would we ever consider doing a project like 
this?’ And son of a gun, they said, ‘Go ahead.’”

It took him five years to raise the funds for his film 
based on Babbitt’s book. He co-wrote the script 
with Stratton Rawson and his father, who also 
starred in a lead role. The project heralded Keller’s 
arrival as a filmmaker. He wrote and directed a 
handful of other independent films, and has written 
and directed numerous television shows, including 
the Nickelodeon sitcom Hey Dude, andColumbo 
for ABC; New York Undercover, and 24 on Fox; The 
Pretender, Boomtown, and Crisis on NBC; and Blue 
Bloods on CBS, among many others.

LEARNING TO TAKE RISKS

“Few filmmakers are as lucky as I’ve been,” Keller 
says. “You sort of have to believe you can do it and 
I think Park gave me that.

“I found Park in many ways to be a spiritual and 
very nurturing place for creative ideas. There was 
a respect for creativity and for taking chances. If 
anything, a filmmaker’s career is based on taking 
chances. I’m not sure I would have taken some of 
the ones I have had I not attended Park.

“I think of the tenderness of Helen Long; the 
eloquence of Raoul Hailpern; the strength of Bill 
Hoyt. These were such important figures in my life 
and I met them all at Park.”

FREDERICK KING KELLER  Class  o f  1968

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 1962-1968

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Hockey, tennis, soccer, theater

>>  COLLEGE:  
 Hamilton College, BA, 1972

>>  CAREER:  
 Feature filmmaker and  
 TV producer/director

>>  AWARDS:  
 American Film Industry (AFI) Award, 
 Peabody Award, and Television  
 Critics Association Awards (two),  
 all for Boomtown (2003); Gabriel 
 Award, A Midnight Clear (1977); 
 numerous nominations

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Chess, magic, reading mysteries  
 and  non-fiction, travel
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When Alison Hudnut Clarkson was in Mrs. Cummings’ fifth grade class, each 
student was required to memorize poetry and recite it in class. 

“Every week we had a new poem,” Clarkson says. “If I’m ever in jail, if I’m ever 
indicted, if I’m ever in a position where I have only my brain to reconstruct life, 
most of those poems will find a way to entertain me.”

A L IFE IN THE THEATER

As that observation suggests, Clarkson has a flair for the dramatic, and it has 
served her well. From prekindergarten to 12th grade she attended Park, where she 
immersed herself in theater, music, and sports. Then it was on to Harvard College, 
where she was active in theater, eventually becoming president of the Harvard 
Dramatic Club.

“I did a ton of theater at Harvard,” she says.

She moved on to Chicago, where she ran a theater for a year, before heading to 
New York City. She apprenticed with Broadway producer Richmond Crinkley and 
then moved on to producing plays on her own, eventually co-founding the New 
York Theater Workshop, which she rates as one of her proudest accomplishments. 

“We produced Rent. We did Once. It’s an incredibly successful off-Broadway 
theater. I’m so proud of it.”

While working in New York, Clarkson was elected to Park’s Board of Trustees.  
A discount airline offered $19 fares between Buffalo and New York in those days, 
making her “commute” to the Snyder campus possible.

LEGISLATOR IN THE GREEN mOUNTAIN STATE

In 1992, Clarkson and her husband, Oliver Goodenough, pulled up stakes 
and moved their family to Vermont after he accepted a position as a professor 
at Vermont Law School. They have two sons, Ward and William. It was not 
without regret that she left New York. However, she soon found herself engaged 
in community issues in her new state. Eventually the Democratic Committee in 
Woodstock, VT, approached her about running for the state legislature. She was 
elected in 2004 and has been serving ever since. She serves on the House Ways and 
Means Committee.

Civic involvement has always been part of Clarkson’s family activity. Her father, 
William M.E. Clarkson, is a former president and chairman of Graphic Controls 
Corporation in Buffalo and was president of Park’s Board of Trustees for a number 
of years. Her parents both served on a number of other boards.

“I have always been a believer in the phrase ‘to whom much has been given, of him 
much will be required,’” she says. “When I was asked to run for the legislature, it 
was a very natural way to grow my public service to the Woodstock community.

“It’s a citizen legislature so we only serve part of the year,” she says. “It’s not a full-
time legislature. We’re in Montpelier Tuesday through Friday, every day, January 
through mid-May.

“Each bill is sort of like a little graduate course in how the state interacts with its 
people,” she says. “It’s almost like ecumenical ministry because you are also very 
involved in helping your constituents solve problems – removing the cogs in the 
wheels of their lives. It’s problem solving. It’s also intellectually very stimulating.”

A “GOLDEN AGE” FOR TEACHERS

Clarkson and her brothers, Andrew and David, all attended Park. She remembers 
her time there in the 1960s and ’70s as a golden age for teachers.

“It was a wonderful era, rich with fabulous teachers: Mrs. Barnes, Mrs. Provenzo, 
Mr. Gratwick, Dr. Hailpern, and Dr. Knopp. Mrs. Cummings had a huge 
influence on our lives. So many teachers had lasting impact on our lives.”

Moving from high school to Harvard, the world of New York theater, and finally 
public service in Vermont, Clarkson feels that Park gave her a firm foundation.

“Park set my whole attitude toward learning and embracing new challenges,” she 
says. “If it’s true that we grow every time we step out of our comfort zone, Park 
made me less terrified of stepping out of mine. We were all encouraged to embrace 
new challenges. 

“I don’t think I ever would have taken calculus if I hadn’t been encouraged to step 
outside of my math comfort zone, but I loved calculus with Dr. Hailpern. It was 
one of the greatest classes ever. I think Park enabled us all to trust challenges.”

ALISON HUDNUT CLARKSON  Class  o f  1973

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 1960-1973

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Theater, glee club, soccer, lacrosse, tennis, Wild Oats   
 poetry magazine, Spark

>>  COLLEGE:  
 Harvard College, BA, 1977

>>  CAREER:  
 State Representative to the Vermont Legislature

>>  HONORS:  
 Woodstock (VT) Rotary Citizen of the Year Award, 2002;   
 Outstanding Vermont Legislator Award from the Vermont  
 Natural Resources Council, 2008; The Vermont Farm   
 Bureau’s ‘Stephanie Bourdeau Women in Agriculture   
 Leadership Award’, 2008

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Gardening, portrait photography, reading

6



Some people stumble into their line of work, or let their careers choose them. 
Then there is Jim Hanlon, who made a deliberate choice to give up a successful law 
career to become a teacher. Now finishing his second year at Park, where he teaches 
sixth grade, Hanlon speaks about his job with the zeal of the newly converted.

“My style of teaching is very much in keeping with what Park is – project-based 
and hands-on learning, and catering to kids’ individual needs,” Hanlon says. “If 
a student likes building a project, we’re going to build it. If another wants to do a 
computer-based project, we’re going to do that.”

Hanlon grew up in Clarence, earned a bachelor’s degree at Le Moyne College and 
graduated from UB Law School. He was working in Buffalo for the Sugarman Law 
Firm in the area of civil defense when youth mentoring programs he was involved 
in opened his eyes to other possibilities.

VOLUNTEERING LEADS TO TEACHING

Hanlon became involved with a nonprofit group called Lawyers for Learning, 
where he tutored students from inner-city schools. He also volunteered for 
TOPSoccer, a program that gives children with disabilities a chance to improve 
their skills. Hanlon, himself a player for many years, remains a TOPSoccer coach 
today “which is always one of the highlights of my summer.”

“All these volunteer activities made me realize that’s really where my heart is,” he 
says. “So I decided, as a leap of faith, to go back to school and become certified as 
a teacher.”

Hanlon continued working 60- to 70-hour weeks while going to D’Youville 
College at night where he earned his teaching certification four years later. He 
worked part time as a school aide, then for five years at Ledgeview Elementary in 
Clarence. He was hired as a sixth-grade teacher at Park in the summer of 2012. 

SmALL CLASS S IZES AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

“I came from classes of 23, 24, 25, and now I’m down to 15 or 16. Because I have 
worked in a different educational system I don’t think the kids can truly appreciate 
how great they have it here. I’m able to work with the kids one-on-one. I tried to 
incorporate some of the ‘progressive’ ideas in my prior position but was limited 
in both time and space. Park is unique in that it strikes a balance between active 
learning and rigorous curriculum.”

Hanlon, who also coaches Park’s fifth and sixth grade coed soccer team and  
helps prepare the Upper School Mock Trial team for competition, has come to 
truly appreciate his students. “When I was at my former school, although they 
were really good students, they never asked the types of questions that I get here  
at Park.”

PARK STUDENTS LEARN THAT IT ’S  OKAY  
TO ASK DEEP,  PROBING QUESTIONS

Hanlon points to a recent classroom discussion. 

“We were talking about two-dimensional figures in geometry and I asked them, 
‘What would a three-dimensional figure look like?’ We talked about cubes. One 
of the boys raised his hand and said, ‘What about four-dimensional? Can we talk 
about four-dimensional?’ He was already thinking beyond the common two and 
three dimensions and going right to the fourth. He was serious, he wanted to 
know. That’s the kind of question that kids here give, almost on a daily basis.”

Hanlon’s sixth graders this year began working with iPads in the classroom which 
has been a valuable tool. “There are a lot of creative apps that allow them to make 
movies, create animation, and so I give them a task: ‘Teach me a lesson on the 
area of a triangle.’ They’ll go and create a lesson to be taught, as if they were the 
teacher.”

Hanlon has no regrets about his career switch from law to the classroom. “I’ve had 
a number of lawyers – a number of them!  – walk up to me and say, ‘How did you 
do it?’ or ‘I wish I’d done what you did.’ But you have to be in the right place in 
your life to do something like that. I met my wife while I was student teaching, so 
it truly was fate. I was meant to become a teacher.”

J Im HANLON  Facu l ty

     >>  YEARS AT PARK: 2012-present

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Coach, 5/6 coed soccer team, judge for Park’s mock Trial team

>>  COLLEGE:  
 Le moyne College, BS, 1990; University at Buffalo School of Law, JD. 1998;   
 D’Youville College, NYS certification - Elementary Education, 2008

>>  CAREER:  
 Teacher

>>  PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:  
 Past Chair, Law Youth and Citizenship Committee (LYC) of the NYS Bar Association;   
 Co-chair, LYC mock Trial subcommittee; Coach, TOPSoccer program for children with  
 disabilities; VP and mentor, Lawyers for Learning program; retreat leader at St. mary’s Parish

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Volunteering, coaching and playing soccer, golfing, skiing, and spending time with family
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Cary and Oliver Killeen are twins who are close 
but hardly identical. The Park School juniors 
share several activities, including playing varsity 
soccer and participating on the school’s Mock 
Trial team. But each has carved out an identity 
that is very much his own.

Cary aspires to attend the United States Military 
Academy at West Point and envisions a career 
in the military. He is also a skilled goalkeeper in 
soccer and plays year-round.

Oliver is active in fencing and has sharpened 
his skills in the sport by attending camps at 
Princeton and the University of Pennsylvania. 
He hopes for a career that includes mathematics, 
which has become his favorite subject at Park.

Cary and Oliver, who live in the Town of 
Boston, arrived at Park to attend high school. 
But each talks about the school as if he has been 
here his whole life.

A CONNECTED COmmUNITY

“The community structure is unlike any other 
school, regardless of the size,” Oliver says. “It’s so 
personal. Every teacher knows you on a first-name 
basis. It’s small and everybody is very connected to 
each other.”

“The teachers, the students, the staff. Everybody 
here is just great,” says Cary. 

Both Oliver and Cary declined to name a favorite 
teacher at Park, explaining that there were too 
many to single out. Oliver, however, mentioned 
his math classes as having an impact on his future 
academic plans. He takes pre-calculus from  
Will Fedirko.

“I enjoy the way Mr. Fedirko can translate 
complete mathematical concepts to not only me, 
but to the entire class,” Oliver says. “On top of 
that, I have the opportunity to see him outside  
of class frequently, because he puts in a lot of  
time here.”

“As a middle school student, math was not a 
subject I was strong in. After taking math classes 
at Park from Mr. Fedirko, Mr. Deitzer, and Mrs. 
Giancola, math has become something that I enjoy 
and I appreciate the complexity of. The teachers 
challenge you and give you the tools to overcome 
the challenge. That’s made me really enjoy math,  
to the extent that I want to have it play a part in 
my career.”

INDEPENDENT STUDY OPTIONS

Cary mentioned Park’s independent study program 
as one of the School’s strong points. 

“It’s basically your free class where you can focus on 
what you want to study,” Cary says. “I’m interested 
in the study of forensic psychology and the study 
of criminal profiling. There’s a TV show about it 
called Criminal Minds. I’m doing an independent 
study class right now, and researching what I’m 
going to do for my senior thesis. It’s a really 

CARY & OLIVER KILLEEN  Class  o f  2015

 CARY KILLEEN

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 2011-present

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Soccer, computers

>>  FUTURE PLANS:  
 Hopes to attend West Point military  
 Academy and work in the field of  
 Forensic Psychology

Do you know someone we should feature 
in a future issue of  Pa r k  P r O f I l E S ?

please contact Carolyn Hoyt Stevens ’81,  

Director of Development, at 716-839-1243 x104  

or cstevens@theparkschool.org

8



 OLIVER KILLEEN

>>  YEARS AT PARK: 2011-present

>> ACTIVITIES AT PARK:  
 Soccer, fencing, sailing

>>  HOBBIES:  
 Fencing, sailing, computers,   
 photography
  

>>  FUTURE PLANS:  
 Study economics and political   
 science

interesting subject about the FBI and how it uses 
victimology, which is studying the victim to figure 
out what type of person the murderer might be.”

Oliver agreed that independent study is a 
“wonderful feature” of Park. “If you have a 
legitimate concept or subject and you seek out 
a teacher who you think is appropriate for that 
issue, you have the opportunity to do a one-to-one 
course,” he says. “I think it’s a wonderful balance 
of rigor and freedom. I think it’s worth mentioning 
that these teachers are willing to put in their free 
time to present the students with options like that.”

SOCCER AND FENCING

Cary has been playing soccer since he was seven. 
Last year he decided to switch from defender to 
goalkeeper. He spent part of last year at a soccer 
goalie training clinic at West Point, and now trains 
weekly with a college goalie coach. He also plays 
with a developmental team.

“It’s like a private training program,” Cary says of 
his developmental team. Both Cary and Oliver will 
suit up for Park’s varsity soccer team in the fall.

In addition to soccer, Oliver is active in fencing  
and sailing.

“Fencing is my favorite sport,” says Oliver, who 
practices with a local club team three times a week. 
He has also been trying to start a fencing program 
at Park, hoping to generate some competition 
against other schools.

“Other schools have fencing programs and they 
treat it like a school sport,” he said. “I’ve been 
discussing getting a similar program started at Park 
with some faculty members.”

LOOKING AT SCHOOLS – 
AND DECIDING ON PARK

When the Killeen brothers were in eighth grade, 
their mom, Thea (Park Class of 1966), took them 
to see several high schools, looking for the best 
fit. Cary, at first, was more attracted to Park than 
Oliver. “He really wanted to go to Park,” Oliver 
said of Cary. “I wasn’t opposed to it. I was more 
indifferent, but I really didn’t want to go to a 
different school than my brother. I’m glad I decided 
to attend Park.”

A mOTHER’S 
PERSPECTIVE

As for Mom, she’s happy 
with her sons’ decisions. 
“Park was a wide open 
door to curiosity,” says 
Thea. “When the boys 
started, I remember being 
kind of surprised that Park 
for them was even better 
than I remembered it! My 
experience is that memory 
often has a way idealizing 
things, but in this case, Park 
just keeps unfolding in ways 
that both nurtures the boys 
and challenges them.”
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cheryl Benzinger
sarah cohen ’75
Dr. Margaret Diamond
stephan george ’97
sarah giancola ’08
Domonique griffin ’13
Jud heussler ’08
Vicki humston-casas ’88
susan katzev ’58
Judith Warren little ’68
Jack Mackenzie ’48
seychelle Mikofsky ’16

thomas l. Munschauer ’71
Ben obletz ’95
Nnenna kalaya okereke, MD ’87
eugene F. provenzo Jr. ’68
ted rich ’88
Jan h. suwinski ’59
adam terrell-payne ’05
rachel hezel rzayev ’99
richard l. Vogel Jr. ’68
paula Wardynski ’75
Jordan Weiner ’04
Dylan Weiss ’12

PaST PrOfIlEES INCluDE:

Visit park’s website at theparkschool.org 
to read about these park school alumni and faculty.
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